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CONSTITUTION 

AMERICAN EDUCATION SOCIETY. 



The object of this Society is to educate pious foung men for the 
go^l ministry. 

Art. I. Any person who shall subscribe and shall pay into the 
Treasury at one time, one hundred dollars, and if a clergyman, forty 
dollars, ahall be an honorary member ; and shall hare a right to sit 
and deliberate in all meetings of the Society. But all members here- 
after added to the Society, who shall be entitled to rote, ahall be 
chosen by ballot at an annual meeting. 

Art. II. A permanent fund, consisting of bequests, legacies, and 
donations, given for this special purpose, shall he formed by the 
Directors. 

Art. III. There shall annually be chosen, by ballot, a President, 
Vice President, Treasurer, and Secretary, who shall also be Clerk, 
and such other officers as may be found necessary ; who shall coutinne 
in office till others shall be chosen in their stead. 

Art. IV. This Society shall, from time to time, by ballot, elect 
such a number of honorary Vice Presidents as they may judge ex- 
pedient. 

Art. V. The Society shall annually appoint, by ballot, eleren 
Directors; who, together with the President and Vice President of 
the Society, shall constitute a Board of Directors, five of whom ahall 
constitute a quorum at any meeting regularly convened. It shall be 
the duty of this Board to increase the fiiuds of the Society, by soli- 
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4 CONSTITUTION OF TBE AMERICAN EDUCATION SOCIETY. 

citing themselves, and by appointing and instructing agents to solicit, 
the aid requisite to achieve the object in ?iew. This. Board shall ha»e 
the power of appropriating all monies Tor the support of beneficiaries ; 
of examining and selecting candidates for patronage ; of appointing 
committees to examine and recommend its applicants living in distant 
parts; and, generally, of transacting all business necessary for the 
furtherance of the objects of ibis Society, not otherwise herein provided 
for. The Directors shall also keep a fair record of their proceedings, 
snd annually make report of their transactions to the Society. 

Art. \9. Qualified candidates may be aided, in each stage of 
preparatory education for the ministry; but, except in very singular 
cases, no applicant shall be assisted, even in the first stage, who shall 
not produce, from serious and respectable characters, unequivocal 
-testimonials of hc^ful piety, promising talents, and real indigence; 
nor shall any person be continued on this foundation, whose instructs 
or instructors, except in very special cases, shall not annually exhibit 
to the Directors, satisfactory evidence, that in point of genius, diligence, 
literary progress, morals, and piety, he is a proper character to receive 
aid from these sacred funds; in addition to which, each beneficiary, 
afler his admission into any college, shall annually exhibit to the 
Directors, a written declaration, that it continues to be his serious 
pnrpose to devote his life to the gospel ministry. 

Art. VII. Any person who has been assisted by this Society, 
and whose name shall be stricken from the list of beneficiaries, be- 
cause of miscondoct, or other deficiency in regard to the qualifications 
required by the constitution, and the rules of the Directors ; or, who 
shall have concluded not to devote himself to the gospel ministry, shall, 
within a reasonable time, refund the sum expended for his education, 
with lawful interest, whenever required by the Directors. 

Abt. VIIL The President, and in his absence, the Vice Presi- 
dent, in concurrence with three of the Directors, shall have power to 
call special meetings of the Society. 

Akt. IX. The Treasurer shall be bound with two sureties, in a 
reasonable sum, to be determined by the Directors, to the faithful dis- 
charge of his duty. He shall vest the property of the society in the 
safest and most productive forms ; make payments and advances of 
money, from time to time, agreeably to thq orders of the Directors ; 
and annually render to the Society a written account of all receipts 
and expenditures within the year, of the amount of its funds, and of 
the manner in which they are rested : — Una account to be previously 
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examined and approved, in writing, by a Committee of the Society, 
annually chosen for the purpose. He shall also give to the Directors, 
whenever they request it, a particular account of the state of the 
Treasury. 

Art. X. The Society shall meet annually at Euch time and place 
as the Directors shall appoint, to elect officers, to hear the report of 
the Directors and of the Treasurer, and to transact other necessary 
business. 

Art, XI. At all meetings of the Society, twenty members shall be 
requisite to constitute a quorum ; and every meeting of the Society, 
and of the Directors, shall be opened with piayer. 

Art. XII. The Presidents of all Societies, auxiliary to this, 
which shall pay annually one thousand dollars into the Treasury 
of this Society, shall be, ex officio, honorary Vice Presidents of this 
Society. 

Art. XIII. Whenever a Society shall be formed, by the inhabit- 
ants of any State or district, which shall adopt the essential principles 
of this constitution, especially the provisions of the sixth article, as the 
basis of its own, such Society, upon the due notice of its existence, 
and desire of union, may be received, by a vote of the Directors, as a 
constituent branch of the American Society. 

Every such Branch Society shall possess the right of appointing its 
own officers, including a Board of Directors and a Treasurer ; and 
also the right of appropriating its own funds for the assistance of 
beneficiaries, who shall have, in all respects, the requisite qualitications. 
Every candidate for such assistance shall be examined by a committee 
of three competent men, two of whom shall be appointed by the Di- 
rectors of said Branch Society, and one, by the Directors of this So- 
ciety ; and, if appro^d, may prosecute his studies, preparatory to the 
ministry, under the immediate superintendence of the Directors of 
said Branch Society ; or, if they shall deem it expedient, such candidate 
may he committed to the charge of the Directors of this Society. All 
monies of any Branch Society, not appropriated as above, shall be 
transmitted to the general treasury ; and whenever the exigencies of 
such Society shall exceed its own resources, it may apply for assistance 
to the Directors of this Society. 

Art. XIV. Presidents of Branch Societies shall be, ex officio, 
members of this Society, and also honorary members of the Board 
of Directors. 
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Art. XV. Tbe Directors shall have power to supply any vacancies 
that may occur in their owe Board, or in the officers gf the Society, 
till the next aunual meetiag. 

Art. XVT. No niteration of this constitution shall be made, except 
on recommendation of the Directors, and by vote of three fourths of 
the members present, at an annual meeting ; or unless the proposed 
alteration shall have been submitted to the Society, in writing, at a 
previous meeting. 
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RULES 



AMERICAN EDUCATION SOCIETY. 



CHAPTER I. 



OF THE BOARD OF 

1, It is the duty of the Board of Directors to super- duiIh 
intend and to manage the prudential and executive busi- 
ness of the Society ; and, especially, to sec that the Con- 
stitution and Rules of the Society are faithfully observed. 

2, The Board meet quarterly for the transaction of 'nmsor 
business, on the second Wednesday of January, April, 

July and October. Special meetings may be called by 
the Secretary, at the written request of three Directors. 

3, Two Standing Committees shall be appointed by the eunding Cora 
Board — a Financial Committee whose duty it shall be to """"'■ 
attend to the funds, and to advise with the Treasurer con- 
cerning the inTestment of funds in the safest and most 
productive forms; and an Executive Comnlittee whose 

duty it shall he to examine and to discuss subjects of im- 
portance, and to report on the same to the Board; to atford 
the Secretary counsel whenever he shall request it ; and 
to perform any business during the recess of the Board, 
which, in their judgment, the interests of the Society may 
require. They shall keep a record of all their proceed- 
ings, which record shall he read to tho Board at their 
regular, or other meetings, for their approval. 
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4. The Directors shall keep a fair record of their pro- 
ceedings, and annually make report of their tranaactio&s 
to the Societj. 



CHAPTER II. 



OF THE SECRETARI. 

CdMnl DutiM. i_ "Phe Secretary shall conduct the correspondence ; 
keep the records of the Board and of the Executive Com- 
mittee ; take measures for increasing the funds ; and do 
what he can to promote the highest proapeiity and useful- 
ness of the Society. 
CanduauTin **■ """^ Secretary shall pay particular attention to the 

ipKiiioHh character and qualifications of applicants for aid, and for 
this purpose he shall be authorized to take part with Ex- 
amining Committees, whenever be can be present, in the 
examination of candidates, as the official representative of 
this Board, and in special cases to conduct examinationa 
I separately. 

Toenieiwi 3, The Secretary shall be required (o exsrcise, so far 

liiioiL as he shall be able, pastoral supervision over all who are 

under the patronage of the Society ; by visiting them at 
the places where they reside, and conversjng and praying 
with them individually or collectively ; by corrcspondeuce 
with them, and with their instructors ; and by any other 
means calculated to excite them to eSort, and to encourage 
them to seek an elevated spirit of piety. 
to •» '^" ">■ 4. It shall be the duty of the Secretary to see that the 
(oiMiM iiiBKi- staled or other accounts of beneficiaries, under the patron- 
age either of the Parent Societj or of its Branches, are 
made out conformably to rule, and returned to the general 
office in season to be reported to the Board at each quar- 
terly meetigg. He shall also give notice of all appro- 
priations made by the General Society, or its Branches, 
I to young men nnder patronage, and direct them how, and 



where to apply for the same. 
To Dotifj Hhi- 5, The Secretary shall notify all meetings of the Board, 

and when it can be done, make an orderly arrangement 

of the business to be transacted. 
To i«n uiit- 6. Such assistance shall be allowed the Secretary in 

his department, as the Board shall judge to be necessary. 
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CHAPTER III. 

OF THE TREASURES. 

1. The Treasurer shall take charge of the funds be- Duti** 



loDging to the Society, and keep an accurate account of 
the same, showing the sources from which they have been 
derived, and the purposes for which ihey have been given. 
■He shall open a separate account with each Branch So- 
ciety, with the scholarship and other peimanent funds, 
and with each Beneficiary of the Parent Society, and of 
the Branches. 

2. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to invest the To makainmi- 
funds of the Society in the safest and most productive ovacaneaaa or 
forms ; but no permanent investments shall be made, or commluM. 
changed by him, without the concurrence of the Finan- 
cial Committee. 

3. No money shall be paid by the Treasurer from the TDinaksDopir- 
funds of the Society, without a written order from the Di- whlifflToHisr. ' 
rectors. The following shall be the form in which the 
payments of accounts shall be directed. " The within * 

[or above] account allowed by the Directors, and payment 

OTdered [adding the date] A B , Clerk. 

C D , Treasurer." 

4. The Treasurer shall receive and take charge of all Td tike charp 
Dotes of young men assisted by the Parent Society and of BsatBoiaiia. 
its Branches. Whenever, in his judgment, it may be im- 
portant to have the notes deposited for safe keeping, at the 

places where they are given, he shall have the power of 
appointing such persons as he shall judge proper, for this 
purpose, and of giving them the necessary instrnctions, as 
bis agents. When the notes thus given shall become 
due, it shall be bis duty to give seasonable notice thereof 
to the persons by whom they have been given, unless they 
shall have been previously cancelled, or otherwise dis- 
posed of by the Board, 

5. The Treasurer shall receive and take charge of do- to n«in and 
nations in clothing, and shall distribute the same agreeably iiJ|^"ui°itoiidnj! 
to directions given by the Secretary, or such other person 

or persons as the Executive Committee of the Board shall 
appoint for this purpose. 

6. At each quarterly meeting of the Directors, the to Mp«t tba 
Treasurer shall make a report in writing on the state of 'J^" ' ' 
the funds, mentioning, particularly, what amount there is 
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in the treasury at the time, subject to the immediate di»- 
poaalof the Directors. He shall, also, furoish for publi- 
cation quarterly, or oftener, if requested, a complete Uat of 
all donations to the Parent Society, and to its several 
Branches. 

7. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to make a writ- 
ten Report to the Society, at each annual meeting, of all 
receipts and expenditures within the year ; of the amount 
of the funds, and the manner of their investment; which 
Report shall be previously examined, and approved in 
wrhing, by an Auditing Committee, chosen by the So- 
ciety. 

8. The Treasurer shall be bound for the faithful dis- 
charge of his duties, with sufficient sureties, in a reaaoD- 
able sum, to be determined by the Directors. 



CHAPTER IV. 

OP EXAHtNING COMMITTEES. 

1. The Board of Directors shall appoint such namlier 
of Examining Committees in different parts of the coun- 
try, to examine and recommend candidates for patronage, 
as the convenience of apphcants, and the interests of the 
Society, may require. But, as the duties to be performed 
are of a highly sacred and responsible nature, the undue 
multiplication of such committees is lo be studiously 
avoided. Where no special reasons exist for a larger 
namber, each Committee shall consist of three persons. 
,- 2. When a candidate for patronage applies for examina- 
tion, it shall be the duly of the Examining Committee, lo 
whom the application is made, to institute a personal and 
faithful inquiry respecting his testimonials, his studies, bis 
religious character ; his motives in seeking an education 
for the Christian ministry, and his willingness to conform 
to the rules of the American Education Society. If, after 
serious and full examination, the Committee, shall be satis- 
fied that the applicant possesses the, character and qualifi- 
cations required of beneficiaries by the Constitution and 
Rules of the Society, it shall be their duty to recommend 
him for patronage to the Board of Directors of the Parent 
Society, or of one of its Branches if the applicant reside 
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within the limits of a Branch Society. In their recoai- 
meDdation, the Committee aliall state very particularly, 
the name, age, residence, occupation, place of education, 
church connection, and other important facts connected 
with the history or character of the applicant, together 
with an account of the testimonials furnished, and the 
names of the persons by whom they were furnished. 

3. If, after examining a candidate, the Committee ehall Donbifni miw. 
have doubts respecting his character and qualifications, 

while yet they are so far satisfied as to be unwilling to re- 
ject the application, they may state the grounds of their 
double, and recommend the a^^licant on condition of re- 
examination after a suitable period. 

4. It ahall be the duty of the aeveral Examining Com- appNcmho i» 
mittees, to endeavor to impress the minds of those who lilTJI's of'ibsir 
apply for patronage with a deep sense of the momentous " ""»io(- 
and solemn nature of their undertaking, to explain to them 

lh» principles upon which appropriations are made by this 
Society, and to apprize them of the necessity, which the 
Rules of the Society lay upon them, of making vigorous 
efforts to sustain themselves. It is recommended that 
every examination of candidates be introduced and closed 
with prayer. 

5^ Certificates and testimonials furnished any Examin- Tettiinoniiii to 
ing Committee shall be regarded as the property of the ^iKJdfoi'bj ii» 
Board of Directors of the Parent Society, and shall be """'■ 
carefully preserved till called for by them or their lawful 
agent -, except, that in case an applicant shall not be 
received on trial, bis papers may, if he requests it, be 
returned to him. 



OP BENEFICIARiea. 



1. No person shall be considered a candidate for as- ^^°^ 
siBtaDce, who has not pursued classical studies, and has diSiiu. 
not been a professor of religion for at least six months, and 
who has not attained to fourteen years of age. 

3. No person shall be patronized who does not furnish 
satisfactory evidence of promising talents, and decided 
piety, and who ia not in the way of obtaining a thorough 
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classical aod theological education, that is, either prepar- 
ing to enter College ; or a member of some regularly 
CODstiluted College, where a thorough classical course is 
puiaued ; or engaged in theological studies with the design 
of taking a regular three years' coarse. 
Bupi lobs liken 3. When a young man wishes to apply for patronage, 
oboining p>i- he must pursue the following steps. JFHrst. He must 
obtain unequivocal testimoniala from three or more serious 
and respectable persons best acquainted with him and bis 
circumstances, (e. g.) bis minister, instructor, a magis- 
trate, or some other principal man in the vicinity, stating 
his age, place of residence, indigence, moral and religious 
character, including his church connection, talents, pre- 
vious education, and serious desire to devote his life to the 
Christian ministry. These testimonials should be staled 
papers, that the writers of them may _speak freely, con- 
c«Tning the character of the applicants. Secondly. Hav- 
ing obtained these testimonials, the applicant must present 
his request for examination and recommendaliau lo some 
Examining Committee in his neighborhood, or within the 
portion of the country to which be belongs. If no such 
Committee is known to have been appointed, the applicuit 
or his friends may write, for information, to the Secretary 
of the Parent Society ; or if he resides within the limits 
of a Branch Society, to the Secretary of that Branch. 

4. Whenever a young man has taken tbe above course, 
and been examined and recommended by an authorized 
Committee, to the Board of Directors of the Parent Soci- 
ety, or of one of its Branches, he may be admilled on 
trial, at the discretion of the Board, for a period of three 
months. 

5. Every young man admitted on trial, or regularly re- 
ceived in the manner hereinafter mentioned, shall renew 
his application, and make his returns to the Board guar' 
terly, in season for each quarterly meeting, unless for 
special reasons a longer period shall have been granted by 
the Board of the Parent Society, and he shall do the same, 
with scrupulous esactness, according to the following form 
or schedule — which shall be regularly and punctually re- 
turned by all under the patronage of the Society, or of its 
Branches, in every stage of their education. 
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14 ROLES OF THI AHXKICAIT EDUCATION SOOIETT. 

SeiMdnh u ba 6. When th« applicant shall have filled the blaoks in 
', one or other of the above forms, occording to the stage of 
education in which he is pursuing his studies, he shall 
give the schedule to the principal officer or instructor of 
the Institution with which he ia connected, who must sub- 
Kribe the following declaration, on some part of the same, 
before it can be received bj the Board of Directors. 

" I certify that I have examined the within [or above] 
accounts and that I believe the same to be correct ; and 
also that the person herein named, sualajns the character 
required of beneficiaries by the Constitution and Rules of 
the American Education Society."* 

[Date.] A B . 

H"^ 7. If the note given for his preceding grant, has not 
A te been forwarded by the applicant to the Treasurer of the 
Parent Society, he shall give the schedule, before sending 
it to such person as the Treasurer of the Parent Society 
may have authorized to receive notes for safe keeping, 
whose signature to the following declaration written upon 
the schedule, shall be given, before it can be received by 
the Directors. 

" I certify that I have received for safe keeping the 
note of the within [or above] named person for his last 
grant; which note is subject to the orde* of the Directors 
of the American Education Society." 

>• lo 8. Every young man, upon being received, shall be 
'^ir furnished with ^ certificate of his admission, signed by the 
Secretary of the Parent Society. 
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9. Young men who shall have passed through the ^^|,'^i,"t," 
preparatory course of study required by the American |ifl5°'',^''°f ^iJl 
Education Society, and in conformity to the Rules, shall ™i»»»- 

be entitled to an honorable Testimonial certifying the 
fact, and signed by the President and Secretary. If any 
young man eball, at any time, while under patronage, 
wish to close his connection with the Society, be shall 
make known his wishes to the Secretary of the Parent 
Society ; and, provided he has maintained the character 
required, and conformed to the Rules, he shall receive an 
honorable dismission. 

10. All, in every stage of their education, shall be re- P*"™*!* ^ 
garded as standing upon their character ; and shall be ":»' " ""J 
liable to have their patronage discontinued for improper 

conduct of any kind, at the discretion of the Directors of 
the Parent Society, or if they are under the immediate 
care of a Branch, at the discretion of the Board of such 
Branch, with the concurrence of the Board of the Parent 
Society. Instances of gross fraud or imposition, should 
they occur, may be eifposed publicly, at the discretion of 
the Directors in like manner. 

11. If any young man, under the patronage of this Th»<rbo>nwi 
Society, shall enter into the marriage state during his luut™** 
course of study, his appropriations shall cease. 

12. If any young man, under the patronage of the So- P*noni ""» 
ciety, shall neglect to report himself in the manner re- ">•»■ 
quired in the Sth section of this chapter, twice in succes- 
sion, without giving any explanation of his omission, he 

shall be considered irregular, and on renewing his appli- 
cation for aid, shall be liable to re-examination and to a 
second admission on trial, at the discretion of the Direc- 
tors either of the Parent Society, or if he resides within 
the limits of a Branch, at the discretion of its Board of 
Directors. 

13. Beneficiaries of other Education Societies, apply- BnnftEiuin of 
ing for patronage to this Society, must exhibit satisfactory vbu ifpij to 
evidence of previous good standing in the Societies with 

which they have been connected, and must furnish an 
Examining Committee of this Society with satisfactory 
evidence of their attainments and piety, and be recom- 
mended by them to its patronage, before they can be re- 
ceived either upon trial, or regularly admitted. 
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14. It is desired and expected of all under patronage, 
that a portion of every day will be emplc^ed, as there maj 
be opportunity, in oseful exercise and in productive labor, 
with a view of promoting vigorous health, and of enabling 
them to do something towards defrayiag the expenses of 
their education. 

15. Every beneficiary of this Society should regard it 
aa an object of primary importance to grow continnalljr 
in a spirit of enlightened devotion, and of ferrent piety, 
deeply impressed with the sentiment, that without this, all 
his other acquisitions will be comparatively of little worth, 
either to himself, or to the Church of Christ. It is, there- 
fore, affectionately and earnestly recommended to every 
beneficiary, that he daily spend a portion of time in de- 
vout meditation, reading the Scriptures with a view to a 
personal and practical application, ^nd in humble and 
fervent prayer ; that the Sabbath be faithfully employed 
in religious duties, social and secret, and that a: 
for prayer and religious improvement be attended a 
cum stances shall permit. 



CHAPTER VI. 



OF APPBOPRIAnONS. 



1. The amount appropriated to young men under pa- 
tronage shall be the least with which they can be carried 
forward, consistently with health and a thorough educa- 
tion, afier making suitable efibrta to assist themselves, and 
receiving the aid of other public funds and of friends. 

2. The annual amount of appropriations to the young 
men in the first stage of education, shall be forty-eight 
dollars — twelve dollars for each quarter ; to those in the 
second and third stages, seventy-five dollars ; of which 
eighteen dollars shall be appropriated for each quarter 
ending in July and October; nineteen dollars for the 
quarter ending in January ; and twenty dollars for the 
quarter ending in April. Where the board and tuition 
are furnished gratuitously, the quarterly appropriation 
shall he ten dollars. 

3. Appropriations in money shall be made in the form 
of loans, for which young men, whether of age or not, 
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shall give their notea, at the time of receiving them ia the 
tbilowing form — if under the direct superintendence of 
the Parent Society : 

" For value received I promise to pay the Americaa J^"' 

Education Society, or order dollars in one, 

two, and three years, after my preparatory studies for tbe 
ministry shall have been closed ; viz. one third part each 
year, with interest upon each part after the same respec- 
tively shall have become due." 

[Residence and Date.] A B 

For appropriations made to beneficiaries by Branch 
Societies, the following shall be the fo'rm used : 

" For value received I promise to pay the American 

Education Society, or order (for the use of the — 

Branch of the American Education Society,) dol- 
lars in one, two, and three years after my preparatory 
studies for tlie ministry shall ha^e been closed ; viz. one 
third part each year, with interest upon each part after 
the same shall have respectively become due ; each of 
which yearly instalments immediately on its being paid, 
ia to be subject to the order of the Treasurer of said 
Branch Society." A B 

4. Upon receiving a new appropriation, young men J|^*U^'" 
shall be required, at the discretion of the Treasurer, to p"""i* 
take up their former notes and give a new note, of the 

same form, for the amount When a beneficiary has 
completed his whole course of study, or wishes to close 
his connection with the Society, he shall take up all the 
notes which he has formerly given, and put the amount 
into a new note ; or, if he has entered upon his profe»- 
flion, the lunouat shall be divided into three equal parts, 
and a note given for each part, according to the conditions 
expressed in his former notes. 

5. In case the future condition of those who are patron- HotH «■ 
ized by the Society, in consequence of any calamity, or 

of the service of the church to which they may be provi- 
dentially called, or the peculiar situation in which they 
may be placed, shall, in the judgment of the Board, be 
found to be such, as lo render it unsuitable for them to 
he called upon to pay the debt contracted for their edu- 
cation, it shall be understood to be the right and duly of 
the Board, to cancel such debt in whole, or in part, when- 
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ewr they ehal] judge proper. The notes of young men 
patronized by a Branch Society, shall be cancelled by the 
concurrent ^ole of ihe Board of the Parent Society and 
of such Branch. 
iT^TbTm^d. ^- ^^ "lipfop^'^'io"' shall be made to young men either 
I?" "' •"[!' 'wii!n ^^ ^^^ Board of the Parent Society, or of a. Branch So- 
wIo'."JSi.ii" <='«*y- ^"•'Pt " 'he regular meetings; and then no ap- 
propriations shall be made unless young men hafe con- 
formed to the Rules in making out their returns. If an 
applicant has failed to make such returns in season for 
the meeting at which they should have been presented, 
they must be laid over (ill ilie nent regular meeting ; nor 
may an appropriation for the preceding period be allowed, 
if the failure of the applicant to forward his returns be 
owing to any fault of his, either in not making himself 
acquainted with the Rules, or in not taking the necessary 
pains to inform himself, and (o observe them. 
ulliI'MiKM ''* ■* y*""? ■"^'' admitted on trial, shall receive hia 
efidmwion on ^rsl appropriation at the same meeting in which he is ad- 
mitted. But the sum granted, at one time, shall not ex- 
ceed the appropriation allowed for one quarter, unless, on 
account of the distance of the applicant, he has been au- 
thorized by the Board of the Parent Society to make hia 
returns and to receive his appropriations less frequently 
, than once in a quarter. 
itMiMDfippn- 8. Notice of appropriations shall be given to young 
(iHHib/tiwSeo- men as early after being made as shall be convenient, by 
i^nuBueiMj. the Secretary of the Parent Society, and he shall direct 
how and where the funds are lo be obtained. Persons 
authorized by the Treasurer of (he Parent Society to re- 
ceive the notes of young men, for safe keeping, shall in 
all cases, where it can be done, be the persons authorized 
to draw or to receive the funds thus appropriated, and 
shall lake each young man's note for his appropriation at 
the time of paying it. 
AppnHwi'ii™" 9. Where appropriations have been made by the Board 
«i« "of i?i!; of Directors of a Branch, the order of the Directors of 
{kuidnfthei's- Buch Branch for payment shall be suspended, until the 
kant^"^ Board of the Parent Society have held their corresponding 
meeting, and have concurred in the appropriations ; and 
the Secretary of such Branch, upon receiving official 
■oUca from the Secretary of the Parent Society that th« 
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appropriation B have been concurred in, shall immediately 
forward the order for paymeDt to the Treasurer of the 
Branch, mentioning ihe names of each individual for 
whom funds are to be drawji, wiih the amount voted to 
each, and directing llie money to be paid to such peraon 
or persons, as the Directors of the Parent Society shall 
authorize to receive and distrihute the appropri.itions. If 
Ihe Board of the Parent Society do uot concur in an ap- 
propriation made by the Board of a Branch, the reasons 
of such non-concurrence shall be forwarded, and payment 
suspended until a further investigation of the case shall 
enable both Boards to concur in their decision on the 
=ubj.ct. 

10. A list of appropriations made by the Board of the lih or »ppro- 
Parent Society at each quarterly meeting, and of all de- S^iil'eiJl'iB n 
ficienciea in ihe several Branch Treasuries which they ximuar. 
have voted to supply, shall be made out by the Clerk of 

the Board immediately alter the meeting, with the usual 
order for payment. The former, the Treasurer shall pay 
to those who are authorized as his agents to draw for the 
money, upon receiving their respective orders; the latter, 
he shall forward directly, and without delay, to the Trea- 
surers of the several Branch Societies in which the de- 
ficiencies may exist. 

11. Moneys refunded by Beneficiaries, appropriations Honon nrnnd- 
to whom shall have been granted by a Branch Society, Jil^'™^*^ 
shall be pledged to the Branch Society by which the 

money was appropriated. The manner of redeeming this 
pledge shall be left to mutual arrangement between the 
Board of the Parent Society and the Boards of the several 
Branches. 

12. That there may be a thorough and uniform ohser- Himiii n>r »- 
vauce of the Rules of the Society, the Board of Directors ^i.Ud't, um 
shall keep a constant supply of Blanks, aud of Blank 

Books, for the use of officers of Branch Societies and of 
all others concerned in the business of the Society, the 
expense of which shall be defrayed out of the Parent 
treasury. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



BCHOLAHSBlPa. 



SEbaUnMpa of |. Scholarships shall be of two descriptions, Permanent 
and Temporary. A Permanent schohrship shall consist 
of one thousand dollars, the income oa\y of which shall be 
appropriated. A Temporary scholarship shall consist of 
an annuity, or subscription of seventy-five dollars a year, 
continued for a period of seven years. 
*'"ij«™j* "i" ^' ^°^ e?ery Temporary scholarship which may be in- 
"'"(.""'hota' ""*'^'^ " '*"* Society, the Directors will aim to educate 
■hin one young man for the ministry ; and for every Permanent 

scholarship founded and secured to the Society, the Di- 
rectors will educate a succession of ministers of the gospel, 
as fast as the income will permit. 
Sehoiirthiiii id 3. In csses where a scholarship is founded by an indi- 
vidual, it shall be designated by the name of the donor, 
unless the donor shall affix to it some other name, and 
where a scholarship is founded by several individuals, it 
shali be called by such name as they may agree upon, or 
if none is given, by such name as the Directors shall 
give it, 
DoBon mtf iw- 4. Donors wishing to nominate young men to their 
«1m.* " "' respective foundations, may have the right of doing so, 
provided the persons so nominated shall, in all respects, 
possess the character required, and shall conform to the 
rules of the Society. 
Ssfoiir beaeXe- 5. Regular beneficiaries, in either stage of their educa- 
iiui.' tion, shall be placed upon scholarships, and each scholar- 

ship shall have some such beneficiary placed upon it as 
speedily as may be, after it is established. 
BiiKhSiKiatia 6. Branch Societies shall be requested to nominate 
'™""'" young men under their particular care to scholarships ob- 

tained within their limits, unless the donors themselves 
reserve this privilege. 
iBgnBaoTBchoi- ^- "^^^ income of permanent scholarships, pledged to 
i"bmiic^'''sJ^ t^i^ Board of Directors of a Branch, shall be transmitted 
miiuA""""^ by the Treasurer of the Parent Society to the Tr« 
of such Branch. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 
bhancu societies. 

1. Each Branch and its Board of Directors will aim to nnncheiiagoD- 
conTorm ail their proceedings to the Rules and regulations .t.'tuiian t^T 
of the Parent Society, and especially to the fundameDtal nn'suiaif. " 
principles of the Constitution. 

2. The territorial limits within which the operations of Tohanuicito- 
the several Branches shall be confined, shall be a matter 

of mutual arrangement between the Board of Directors of 
the Parent Society, and the Board of each Branch respeo 
ttvely. 

3. Young men residing, or expecting to reside, within AppUsulciuiiii 
the limits of a particular Branch Society, and applying 

for aid, shall be examined and recommended by a com- 
mittee of three, two of whom shall be appointed by the 
Directors of such Branch Society, and one by the Direc- 
tors of the Parent Society ; and the recommendation of 
this committee, or of a majority of them, shall be an eft- 
sential prerequisite to the receiving any person upon the 
fiinds, either of the Branch, or of the Parent Society : 
prorided, however, that in case the insttuctors, donors, or 
guartttaDS, under whose care heoeficiaries are placed, or 
by whom they are su{^>orted, shall find it most convenient, 
or for other reasons desirable, that such examination 
should be conducted by a committee appointed wholly by 
the Directors of the Parent Society, — the wishes of such 
instrtictors, donors, or guardians, may be gmtihed, at the 
discretion of the Directors of that Society. 

4. There shall be one Examining Committee, appointed ^„B,tghu 
as above mentioned, within the limits of each Branch ; C""""""*"- 
and although the multiplication of Examining Committees 
beyond what is absolutely necessary, is to be carefully 
guarded against, yet if one should not be found to be 
sufficient, another or more may be appointed, in addition, 

upon recommfendation of the Board of Directors of the 
Branch Society, and with the sanction of the Board of 
Directors of the Parent Society. 

5. The Board of Directors of the Parent Society, ex- 
cept where special reasons shall make it inexpedient, or 
inconreoient, will transfer the beneficiaries which it may 
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already have within the limits of any Branch Society, to 
the immediate care of the Board of Directors of such 
Branch. 
BftwAciariM K- 6. Beneficiaries removing from the limits of the Parent 
piuawugitwi. Society into those of a Branch, or from one Branch into 
another, shall he regarded as removing their relation to 
the Branch within vthose liniita they are to reside. — Or, 
if they remove from the limits of a Branch, to a place 
within the limits of the Parent Society, Ihey will come 
under the immediate superintendence of that Society. 
A»mii»il»ptln 7. Al! accoiiLits with Beneficiaries shall he kept in the 
PMant Socieiy. name of the Parent Society ; and their periodical or other 
returns, shall be direcfed and regularly transmitted to the 
Board of Directors of that Society, 
ihiiwiiiion of 8. The special care and supervision which the Sec r&- 
tary of the Parent Society is required to take of Benefic- 
iaries in the various stages of their preparatory studies, 
shall be exercised without distinction over those who are 
under the immediate supervision of the Parent Society aad 
of its Branches. 
■kiilDg nodi. 9. The Board of Directors of each Branch, are ex- 
pected to co-operate with the Directors of the Parent So- 
ciety in raiding funds within its limits, by conferring with 
the Secretary of the Parent Society, and hy appointing 
agents to assist him in the work of solicitation wilhia 
those limits, when desired ; hut nothing contained in this 
regulation shall be construed as prohibiting the Board of 
any Branch from adopting measures of their own fur rais- 
ing funds when a co-operation with the Parent Society 
cannot for any reason, be conveniently or speedily had. 
Piincipai of 10. The Parent Society, being an incorporated institu- 

beid bf tbg Fi- tion, with an ample charter for holding funds, all dona- 
tions given for the purpose of founding permanent scholar- 
ships, whether by individuals or associations, shall be given 
directly for that Society ; but the income of such as are 
given within the limits of a Branch Society, shall be 
pledged (o the Board of Directors of such Branch to be 
appropriated hy tbem, according to the provisions of the 
general constitution. All donations for immediate use, 
and all temporary scholarships within the limits of a 
Branch and sent to its treasury, shall he pledged in like 
manner : provided that nothing in this article shall be con- 
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ridered ks restraining, or in any nay affecting the liberty 
of donora to make such an arrangement in regard to their 
donations aa ihey may think proper. 

11. It shnll be the duty of the Board of each Branch tstnhtt. 
Society, to meet quarterly, at least two weeks previous to 

the second Wednesday of Jaiiuiri/, April, July, and 
October, to receive the returns of beneficiaries under their 
care ; to appropriate the funds at their disposal j to attend 
to the applications of new beneficiaries ; and to transact 
any other business which may be important to the welfare 
of that part of the general concern which is confided to 

12. The Treasurer of each Branch shall be required to TnMinntoribi 
make a quarterly report, to its Board of Directors, of the pui quuuiif. 
state of the treasury, noting particularly the amount of 
disposable funds, which is possessed at the time ; he shall 

also be required to forward a duplicf^e of the same re- 
port, including a complete and accurate list of donations 
fur the quarter, to the Treasurer of the Parent Society ; 
and for all funds in his hands, or under his care, belong- 
ing to the General Society, he shall forward a certificate 
to its Treasurer. 

VA. Surplus funds in the treasury of any Branch So- BarrlaFiBk 
ciety, ahall be transmitted to the general treasury, or 
made subject to its order at least once a year, and oftener 
where arrangements for that end shall be mutually en- 
tered into, by the Board of the Parent Society and the 
Board of any Branch. 

14. Schedules, c<»itaining the pecuniary accounts of siMafai. 
beneficiaries, with their renewed applications for aid, 
shall be made out, and returned quarterly. They most 
make their returns lo the Secretary of the Branch, in 
season for the quarterly meeting of its Directors; and 
when those returns have been acted upon by them, they 
■hall be sent by the Secretary of the Branch to the Sec- 
retary of the Parent Society, in season for the quarterly 
meeting of their Board of Directors, with an official note, 
staling how much has been appropriated by the Board of 
the Branch Society, and how much will be necessary from 
the Board of the Parent Society to complete the ap- 
propriation. 
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Diir^TxncH nf 15. !□ case of a diSerence of opinion, betweea the 

^''rredii>"tiaFii- BoaTtl of ihe Parent Socjet;, and the Guard of a Branch, 

nil »ij. jj^^ subject shall be referred lo ibe decision of the Parent 

Society at a legal meeliog, ia a portion of the members 

of that Society are chosen froin within the liinita of each 

Branch. 

.AitmtiMH and Other rules and regulations may hereafter be added, or 

"■*' "■ those which are here epecified may be altered or amended, 

as experience majr suggest to be necessary. 
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EIGHTEBNTH ANNUAI^ MBETINGh 



The Society held its Eighteenth Annual Meeting in the Tract So- 
ciety's House, New York, on Thursday, May 8th, at 4 o'clock, P. M. 

A letter from the Hon. Samuel Hubbard, Ptesident of the Society, 
assigning the reasons for his ahaence, and expressing his regret at not 
being present on the occasion, was communicated. The Rev. John 
CoDMAN, D. D, was appointed Chairman of the Meeting. 

The Rev. Dr. Tucker, of Troy, New York, led in prayer. The 
Rev. John J. Owen, Assistant Secretary of the Presbyterian Educa- 
tion Society, was requesled to act as Clerk. 

The minutes of the last Annual Meeting were read by the Secretary. 

The Treasurer not being present, his Annual Report, certified by 
the Hon. Pliny Cctler, as Auditor, was read by Oliver Willcos, 
Esq. Treasurer of the Presbyterian Education Society, and the same 
was accepted and adopted. 

Tbe reading of the Secretary's Report was postponed to the time of 
the public meeting, to be held in the evening. 

The officers of the Society for the ensuing year were chosen. 

On motion of Rev. William Patton of New York, seconded by 
Rev. Ansel D. Eddy, of Gaoandaigua, New York, the following 
preamble and resolutions were adopted. 

Wbereai llie depeadence of the Chiiatian Mioistiy upon the Great Head of the 
church is entire and constant, and his blessing at>so1utely neceaeary to its success ; 
and nhereas tlie last Thursday of February has been anaually set apart, b^ maoy of 
the frienda of Che Redeemer, as a seawn of united prayer, for a blessing on the 
young men of this country, and especially □□ (hose in a course of education at our 
colleges and academies ; therefore, 

Seiolved, That it be earnestly recommeoded te all the young men, under the 
patronage of Ihia Society, to observe the laal Thursday of February as a day of fast- 
ing and prayer, with special reference to the more copious effusion* of the Holy 
Spirit on the young men of this land generally ; but more especially on our literary 
inatitutians, that the youth who resort thither for an education, may be sanctiQ^ 
and led to consecrate themselves to the work of the ministry. 

Reiolved, That the churches of Christ, and all the friends of this Society, and of 
the Redeemer, be affectionately requested to observe Ibis Annual Concert of Prayer. 

On motion of Rev. Eliakim Phelps, of Geneva, N. Y., seconded 
by Rev. Svlvester Holmes, of New Bedford, Mass, the following 
preamble and resolution were adopted : 
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the liarvMl that he w'oald lend forth laborera Inio hii harveit,' iixl whereai the 
Tunday immedlstely siicceerfing the fiml Moniiay of the nianlH is reEBrcletl by 
Ihe hen''ficliiiii!*ol tlie Aiiieiicaii Kducaiion Soriely, and by many of the fiienda of 
the Redreim-r. a> a iluy fe\ a|i.irt fur uiiiiorl prayrr. tli.it iiiullidides of young men 
Dmy l>e rai'ed up aarl qiinlilied lo preach (he ([O-pel, therrfure. 

Hetolved. I'lial it he earneatly rcroiiirtieiideil to nil the young mpn under Ihe 
palriinage of this Society, (o obaurve siiiiie pari ol the TuewJdy initiiediate ly «ic- 
ceeding Ihe fii-st Monday of Ihe month a-n ■ i^pecial season ol prayer. Iliat God 
would ronvei't young men and lead multliude* of them to consccralo themselvea la 
the work of tlie njiui^try. 

The Society adjourned, to meet at half past 7 o'clock, P. M. in 
Chatham Street Chapel. 

The Society met agreeably to adjournment. The Hon, John Cot- 
ton Smith, of Connecticut, one of the Vice Presidenta, took the 
chair. 

The services were commenced with prayer by Rev, Ichabod S, 
Spenceh, of Brooklyn, New York. 

An abstract of the Report was read by the Secretary of the Society, 

On motion of Re¥. T. T. WATKBMAN.of Providence, Rhode iBlaod, 
seconded by the Re7. Sylvester Bato.\, of Buflaio, New York, 

Stinlvtd, That this Society regard w 
has hilhorlo attended it, apd that the B . 
has now been read, be adopted and publish 
Comniitlee. 

On motion of the Rer. Jaues Matheson, of Durham, Engtanil, 
seconded by the Rev. Dr. Codman, of Dorchester, 

Stiahtd, that as Education Societies exert an extensive and beneficial influence 
on olber benevolent laslitutions, aa well as on the rhurehes, ii i? of the highest im- 
porlflnce, lliat this Society should perdevere in its puipoaeof liaining up a thoroughly 
educated ministry. 

On motion of Rev. Daniel L. Carroll, of Brooklyn, New York, 
seconded by Rev. William Patton, of New York, 
Retalved, Titat in view of (he urgent call for ministers to sapply this and other 

lands, it is (he irnperioua duly of all young men of suitable piety and talents, prayer- 
fully, and at once, to decide whether they are not required of God to devote them- 
aelvea lo the ministry of Christ. 

On motion of Rev. Miron Winslow, of Ceylon, se<M>nded by Rev. 
William S. Plumer, of Petersburg, Virginia, 

Rttolted. Tba( since it Is Ihe revealed will of God that the world is to be con- 
verted Ihrougb the instruoientality of (he preached Go-'pel, the American Educa- 
tion Society is laid under the most solemn obligations to prosecute those measures 
It baa adopted, to raise up an able and efficient ministry. 

Addresses were delivered by the Rev. Messrs. Waterman, Matue- 
BON, Carroll, Winslow, Pldmer, and the Rev. Dr. Codman. 

The services were closed with the benediction by the Rev. X>t, 
McAulev, of New York. 
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nd nndidatM liir palnHmga. In thia tiM, (he bodni 
«e utmitT n meolioDed, to wbom tppliulion may be 
M from Uie fiiudL 



BuiT". 


Msiite, 


W.len.aie, 


do. 




do. 


Hanorer, 


New Hampshire 


UiddlcbDiT. 


Vermont, 




do. 


B«<ton7 


Missachusetts, 


Andover, 




Amherst, 


do! 


Williamatown, 


do. 




Rhode Island, 


New H»»en. 


Ckwneclicut, 


Hwtfcni. 


do. 


New York, 


New York, 




do. 


Troy, 


do. 


Clinton, 


do. 


Potidam, 


do. 


Catskill, 


do. 


Auburn, 


do. 


Geneva, 


do. 


Rochester. 


do. 


Bufblo, 


do. 


DaDklrk, 


do. 


Chsmplain, 


do. 




New Jersey, 


aas;, 




do. 


EMton, 


do. 


Carlisle, 


do. 


C«»n.b«rB. 


do. 


WashEnglon, 


do. 


WaahiDglon, 


District Columbia 


Bdtimore. 


Maryland, 


Prince Edward 


Virginia, 


Chapel Hill, 


North Carolina, 


ChitlesloD, 


South Carolina, 


Columhia. 


do. 


Athens. 


Georgia, 


Waahhieton, 
MaryvlBe, 


South Alabama, 


East Teooessee, 


Greenville, 


do. 


Nashville, 


Wert Tennessee, 


Columbia, 


do. 


Dsnville, 


Kentucky. 


Cindnnali, 


Ohio, 


Oxford. 


do. 


Athens, 


do. 


WorthlDgton, 


do. 


Blpley. 


do. 


Marietta, 


do. 


Milan, 


do. 


Auatinburgh, 


do. 


Oamhier, 


do. 


Hudson, 


do. 


Detroit, Michigan Territory, 




Indiana, 


Hanover, 


do. 




Illinois, 
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EIOHTEENTH AITITUAL REPORT 

DIRECTORS. 



At the commencement of their Eighteenth Annual Report, 
the Directors of the American Education Society would solemnly 
pause and pay their tribute of respect to the memory of that 
eminent and beloved man who was an early, tried, and persevering 
friend of this Institution, but ' who is not, for God has taken him,* 
The Rev. Ebenezer Porter, D. D. President of the Theological 
Seminary at Andover, was a Director of this Society iicom its 
establishment until he entered into rest. To him pre-eminently, 
is it indebted for the excellence of its plan of organization and 
operations. And he not only assisted in the management of its 
concerns, but also contributed liberally to its fiinds. In his death, 
the Society is called to deplore the loss of an eloquent advocate, 
a wise counsellor, and a generous patron. His name will go down 
to posterity associated not only with the American Educarion 
Society, but with all that is dear to science, religion, and ministe- 
rial education. While a great company of prophets, in view of his 
departure, will exclaim, " My father, my &ther, the chariot of 
Israel and the horsemen thereof," may his falling mantle, with a 
double portion of his spirit, rest upon them, and upon our rising 
ministry. 

The Hon. Jonas Platt, LL. D. chairman of an examinbg 
committee, and once President of the Presbyterian Education 
Society ; the Hon. Richard Skinner, President of the North 
Western Branch, and the Rev. Charles B. Storks, President 
of the Western Reserve Branch, have also, during the year, been 
removed from the scenes of their earthly employments. They 
now rest from their labors, and their works do follow them. May 
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a grateful recollection of their past services excite the friends of 
this Institution to more vigorous efforts to multiply the number of 
able and fiuthfiil ministers of the gospel.* 

In view of the appalling fact, that the harvest of souls to , be 
gathered into the kingdom of Christ is plenteous, but the spiritual 
lahorers few, the American Education Society had its origin. In 
prosecuting its object, which is to aid in raising up a supply of 
ministers for a world, it has, in each succeeding year of its ejcist- 
ence, enjoyed the smiles of the Great Head of the Church ; and 
is permitted to witness this anniversary with renewed emotions of 
gratitude to its Heavenly Benefactor, and with cheering anticipa- 
tions, that, through its instrumentality, much will be accomplished 
towards publishing the gospel of peace to all that dwell on the fece 
of the earth. 

The Society originated in prayer, and has been sustuned by 
prayer.f The blessing of Heaven only, thus sought and obtained, 
could have borne it onward in its unparalleled course. Difficulties 
it has had to encounter from the beginning ; not merely those, 
which, in common with other benevolent Institutions, it has ex- 
perienced, but some peculiar to itself. Several of these will be 
briefly noticed. 

It has been objected, that there are now as many ministers in the 
field of labor, as can be supported, or advantageously employed. 
Notwithstanding the declaration has been made and reiterated from 
one end of the land to the other, that between three and four 
thousand evangelical churches in our own country are destitute of 
settled pastors ; and, that allowing only one minister to a thousand 
souls, six thousand additiond ministers are needed to supply this 
country at the present time, and five hundred annually to supply 
merely the increase of population, and the vacancy caused by the 
decease of pastors, and six hundred thousand to supply the world j 
yet the objection by some has continually been urged. In process 
of time, however, the call from the churches and the missionary 
societies became so loud, that the deaf have been compelled to 
hear ; and so imperative that the adamantine have been made to 
feel ; and so exciting that the dormant have been roused to action. 
The objection is now nearly removed. A voice as of mighty 
thunders is heard, " Whom shall I send and who will go for us " 

* Appeodls A. t Appendix B. 
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to preach the gospel at home and abroad, for there b a ftmine of 
hearing the words of the Lord ? Do any still say, many ministers 
are unemployed, and, therefore, no more are needed; those clergy- 
men who have nothing to do, and those individuals who think 
there are many such, are requested to read the reports of the differ- 
ent Home Missionary Societies, and of the American Board of Com- 
missioners for Foreign Missions, and then say whether the reason 
why these ministers are unemployed, is because there are no fields 
to be cultivated. Verily the want of ministers to supply the 
destitute churches is distressing. The demand for Missionaries is 
enough to pain the heart of Infinite Love.* 

By a diderent class of persons another difficulty is presented. 
There are so many ministers needed, that young men must be 
educated in a more expeditious manner, or rather must take a 
shorter course of instruction, than is adopted by the American 
Education Society. That an immense multitude of ministers are 
needed is evident. But what kind of ministers are needed? Are 
they such as 

"euinot teitch and will not leamf " 



Certainly not. They must receive instruction before they can 
impart it to others. They must therefore be educated. But to 
what extent ? Our literary and ecclesiastical bodies as with one 
consent, have determined that ordinarily a collegiate education and 
a theological course of instruction for three years, are necessary as 
preparatory to the mmistry.f This is all the American Education 
Society requires. And can it require less, when it is considered, 
that it b a public Institution, which must have general rules, and 
these too of good repute, and that it ought not to depress, but 
elevate the standard of ministerial education ? Are its require- 
ments too great when the state of society and the condition of the 
world are contemplated ? The respectable portions of the com- 
munity are now generally better educated, and more enlightened, 
than they were years ago, and the ignorant and vicious part of the 
community are flooded with infidelity and skepticism. Ought not 
then those who enter the sacred office to be thoroughly educated 
in order to meet the present state of society ? An unlearned and 
incompetent ministry would have a most deleterious effect upon 

* Appendix C. I Appendix D. 
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the moral and religious character of the ctMnmunity, and upoD our 
Kterary and theological institutions. It would not only degrade 
ministerial qualifications, but also ministerial character, and nrould 
be totally inadequate to the exigencies of the times ; unfit for the 
west, the east, the north, or the south ; unfit for any portion of* the 
country or of the globe. Give to any State in the Union an illit- 
erate — ignorant ministry, and there the arts and sciences and pure 
religion will not flourish. It will completely prevent the establish- 
ment of colleges and theological seminaries, and of the faith once 
delivered to the saints. Some institutions have been established 
for the express purpose of educating ministers by a short course of 
instruction ; but, after a few years of experiment, they have gen- 
erally changed their character and adopted a fiill course of educa- 
tion. Public sentiment, and the expectation of greater usefulness 
have induced them to do it. But notwithstanding all that has 
been s^d and' done in favor of an educated ministry, many assume 
the sacred office who have never passed through a collegiate and 
theological course of instruction. There will be cases of this 
nature without attempting to lower the standard of ministerial qual- 
ifications. A large number, even of those who have been bene- 
ficiaries of the American Education Society for a time, enter upon 
the work of preaching the gospel, without having gone through 
the usual collegiate and theological course. The reasons for this 
are various. Some fail in health while at college, and abandon 
preparation for the ministry, till they recover their health, and 
, then, without applying to the Society for further assistance, adopt 
some short course of theological studies. Others, in consequence 
of some bodily indisposition, or advanced age, after some clasdcal 
acquirements, seek for admission into a theological seminary, and 
when admitted, apply for assistance from the Society and receive 
it. There are several of this description in most of our theological 
seminaries. The pledge given to the Society by the beneficiary, is 
that he will take a thorough preparatory course from the stage in 
which he receives patronage ; that is, if he is in the first stage, he 
will take a regular collegiate and theological course, or if he is in 
the second stage, he will regularly' close his collegiate studies, and 
pursue the usual course of instruction in divinity, or If he has 
commenced his theological pursuits, he will regularly attend to 
them for three years. When a young man in the second stage, 
applies for assistance, the Directors do not inquire what were his 
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previous acquisitions, but is he a regular member of college, and 
does he maintain a good standing in his class, and is he determined 
to pursue a full course of instruction preparatory to the ministry ; 
so when he is in the study of divinity, he is not interrogated la 
regard to what has been his previous course of education, but is he 
a regular student in some theological seminary, sustaining the char- 
acter of a good scholar, and intending to pursue a three years' 
course of study. Perhaps one quarter of those who have been for 
a time beneficiaries of the American Education Society, never 
went through a complete collegiate and theological course of 
education. Various circumstances beyond their control, have 
combined to render this the case. Though these are excep- 
tions to the general rules, yet they exist, and their existence 
removes the objection sometimes offered against the American 
Education Society, that its literary and theological requisitions are 
too high, and that it patronizes those only who pass through a 
complete course of academical and theological education. 

It is sometimes said that the method pursued by the American 
Education Society in preparing young men for the ministry is too 
expensive j— a more economical plan must be sought. Upon ex- 
amination it will be found, that the method adopted by this Society 
is less expensive than any other. It fumishe? no more than is 
absolutely needed after the strictest economy, and the most indus- 
trious habits. Seventy-five dollars a year is the largest sum that 
any beneficiary receives, and a great portion of them do not 
receive even that amount. Each one is allowed only what 
his circumstances require. It is the desire of the Board, and 
this desire is expressed to the young men, that they should 
do all in their power, by economy and industry to help them- 
selves. The rule on this subject b, " It is desired and ex- 
pected of all under patronage that a pordon of every day will be 
employed, as there may be opportunity, in useful exercise and 
in jawiuctive labor, with a view of promoting vigorous health, and 
of enabling them to do something towards defraying the expenses 
of theit education." When at manual labor institutions, they 
are expected to work at least three hours in a day, and it is be- 
lieved, that, as a general rule, this course is pursued. This is 
very desirable on many considerations. It is beneficial to body 
and mind, and iumishes pecuniary profit, sufficient to excite to 
laborious activity. The net income derived Irom this source, 
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however, is not great. To bene6ciaries la these institutions, the 
Directors are called upon to make the same grants, thai they make 
to those in other instituticms. Of this the community may not be 
aware ; but the quarterly returns and appropriations will show this 
to be the fact. This Society has ever looked with a favorable eye 
upon manual labor institutions, and by what it has published, has 
done much for their establishment. It believes they will be pro- 
ductive of great good, by imparting activity and vigor both to body 
and mind ; but it has looked b vain for the pecuniary results, 
which have been fondly anticipated. It finds, from actual exper- 
iment, that young men, who are not skilled in some trade or 
business, before they enter upon their studies, realize but little 
from their labor, though they work three hours in a day. A per- 
son, indeed, may support himself at a manual labor institution, if 
he will work long enough — six or eight hours in a day ; but by 
doing it, his progress in study will be greatly retarded, and his 
education be imperfect, or be delayed. But suppose that a young 
man, by laboring at mechanical, agricultural, or horticultural pur- 
suits, should procure funds sufficient to board himself; this, let it 
be remembered, is but half the expense he incurs at a college, or 
m theological seminary. When, therefore, it is said that a person 
in this way supports himself, it should be borne in mind that he 
obtains only enough to pay his board or one half the expense of his 
educarion. When it is said, too, in a report of a manual labor 
institution, that it has 150 students, and that 40 of them (perhaps 
mechanics before they entered the seminary) earned 2,000 dollars 
in a year, it is not meant that all the others earned in like propor- 
rion. It may be, that most of them earned litde or nothing. This 
will depend on their age, habits of laboring, health, aptitude for 
business, and knowledge of the emplo3Tnents in which they were 
engaged. The principal good, resulting trom these institutions, b 
the preservation of life, health, and constitution. And this idone 
is a sufficient reason for their establishment and perpetuation. 
Some ministers, who, through great efforts and sacrifices, educated 
themselves, suppose that others may do the same, not considering 
that times and circumstances have materially changed. WhiJ* 
some, perhaps, may be found, who could procure an educatkxi 
even now, by their own exertions, it does not follow that nil good 
and useful men could do it. Besides, were they to do it, it 
would be done after much delay. Some have a talent for mu^ 
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and can obtain much pecuniary assistance by the employment of 
this gift of God. Otliers iiave a talent at lecturing on the arts and 
sciences, and, by improving it, can do much towards supporting 
themselves. But all cannot teach music, and all have not a 
faculty of mstructing by lectures. From the view of the subject 
now taken, would it not seem that the plan adopted by the Amer- 
ican £duc&tioQ Society is the least expensive of any feasible 
method which has been devised } 

The frequent solicitations for fiinds, on behalf of public institu- 
tions of learning and religion, has operated as another obstacle. 
The present is a day when much money is raised for the establish- 
ment and enlargement of literary and theological institutions. The 
sums thus contributed are by many supposed to aid the Education 
Society, or are viewed as assistance rendered for a similar purpose. 
Subscriptions to these objects, in their view, take the place of 
those to the Society j but the subject should not be considered in 
thb light. One object of charity should never interfere with 
another. Money given for literary and theological institutions, no 
more assists the Education Society (m jwcA, than it does the Home 
or Foreign Missionary Society. It aids the cause of science and 
religion in general, but not any one benevolent society in particu- 
lar. To illustrate j if the American Board of Commissioners for 
Fordgn Missions need 150,000 dollars a year to carry on their 
operations, and the American Education Society needs 70,000 
d<dlars to carry on its operations, the latter must have its 70,000 
as well as the former their 150,000, or it will become involved, 
however much is contributed for the establishment of literary and 
theological institutions. The money raised for these institutions 
may help the cause of genera] education, and of virtue and religion ; 
but not the American Education Society as a society. It is highly 
important that money be contributed for literary and theological 
institutions. It is for the general good, but it ought not to be 
raised at the expense of the American Education Society. Nor 
ought the claims of the one object to be presented in such a man- 
ner as to injure the other. Each should stand upon its own basis, 
and prefer its claims without reference to other benevolent objects. 

Another difficulty, which the Society has had to meet, has 
arisen from the attempt of some churches as such to educate pious 
young men from among themselves. By this procedure, contribu- 
tions are withheld from the Society, which would otherwise be 
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and the yming men assisted, frequently ensues, and the result, in 
a rery large number of cases, is a total failure in regard to the 
expectabons entertained of the persons assisted. The failures 
usually arise in this manner. The young men receive the money 
as a gratuity — they have not earned it, and they expect not to 
refiind it. It was easily obtained mid it is carelessly expended. 
They feel responsible to no one. They spend the money as they 
please, knowing that they shall not be called to an account for the 
manner of its expenditure. Some of it they needlessly, if not 
extravaguitly, expended. They gradually acquire habits of prod- 
igality and idleness. Their scholarship is injured, for while 
spending money, time is dissipated. It is a maxim that those who 
spend the most money in college are generally the most deficient 
in scholarship. Agun ; when a young man is aided by a church, 
every individual who assbts him thinks he has conferred s favor, 
and therefore has a right to scrutinize his conduct. Some perhaps 
are displeased, because he does not rise to their mark of perfection 
in talents, piety, looks, dress or demeanor, and so withdraw their 
support, and, in order to Justify themselves, begin to censure. 
Others are displeased at this, and the young man becomes- a 
subject of angry controversy. The minister of the church is 
compelled to engage in the unhappy afiur, and justifies or cim- 
demns, and alienation is induced towards him. The young man 
hears the complaints, and regrets that he ever received assistance. 
When a failure of thb kind takes place, though the Education 
Society is not accessary to it, still it suffers, because the individual 
is considered by the community as a charity student, and almost 
as a matter of course, a beneficiary of this Society. There are 
but a few instances, in which the result is good in relation to the 
man, church, minister, and cause of Christ generally. — The pre- 
ceding remarks are true to some extent, where a young mim is 
educated by the charity of wi individual independently of the 
American Education Society. His patron does not exercise that 
watch over him, which the Education Society does over its ben- 
eficiaries, nor which a faiher does over his son. Ordinarily, he 
knovrs not what debts he contracts, nor for what he spends his 
money, nor what are his moral and religious character and conduct, 
or literary acquisitions. In this way, the young man is injured. — 
But these evils cannot exist in regard to those persons assisted by 
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the American Education Society. This Instituticm loans money 
to all worthy applicants upon most favorable terni9~-such as any 
young man can meet who is fit to enter the mmistry. The re- 
cipients of this species of charity are under no obligations to any 
person in particular, but to the church at large, or rather to the 
great Head of the church. The Society operates upon its ben- 
eficiaries kindly, and powerfully, though unseen by the public eye. 
By its course of procedure in schedules, cerdGcates, and pastoral 
intercourse, it maintains a complete supervision. It knows all the 
young men and their general demeanor ; how much they study, 
labor and instruct ; how much money they receive and expend, 
and lor what purposes they expend it, and to what amount they are 
in debt ; and what are their native talents, their scholarship, and 
their character, moral and religious. It inspects the external be- 
havior, the spiritual stale, and the pecuniary concerns of those 
under its care, and this it does with a father's solicitude, kindness 
and faithfulness. All this is indispensable, as the experience of 
eighteen years has proved — absolutely indispensable to the well 
being of the young men, and the existence and prosperity of the 
Society. 

Objections have been made to the loaning system. These 
have been repeatedly obviated, and to the satisfaction of the 
public generally, so that now nearly all the difierenl educa- 
tion societies in the country have adopted the pl^ of parental 
loansi* It may he proper, however, to notice some of the 
reasons for its adoption. It prevents fraud and temptabon. 
Were it not for the loaning system, access to the fiinds of the So* 
ciety would be so easy, as to present a temptation to ambitious . 
and worldly minds, and thus endanger the purity and welfare of 
the church. Young men of a,spiring views might be induced to 
obtain funds for acquiring a collegiate education, and when that is 
completed, might turn their attention to law or medicine, and thus 
the church might be defrauded. But now, should this in any case 
be done, the Society has a legal demand upon them, and when 
paid, the money will be expended in the education of others, who 
may preach the unsearchable nches of Jesus Christ to perishing 
mulritudes. The plan of parental loans will promote economy 
and industry, and thus tend to preserve health and prolong life. 

* Appendix E. 
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It will lead young men to favor manual labor institutions, and thus 
remove in some degree pecuniary necessity. It will induce ben- 
eficiaries to be provident, and will tend to prepare them for a life 
of toil and self-denial, should they by the dispensations of God 
be called to it. 

One other objection to be noticed, relates to the Rules of the 
Society. By some these are considered too strict, and by others 
not strict enough. The Directors have intended to pursue a 
medium. While their Rules are strict, they are not imnecessarily 
rigid. Suitable discipline promotes the benefit of the young men 
in an intellectual, moral, and corporeal view. Why were the 
Spartan youth and Roman legions so brave and invincible ? Was 
it not because they were inured to hardships and military toils ? 
Now we want legions in Immanuel's army, to be captains of the 
host, who " shaU wax valiant in fight, and turn to Sight (be armies 
of the aliens ;" who shall achieve mighty conquests for Christ ; 
such men as that " one shall chase a thousand, and two put ten 
thousand to flight." Such ministers the American Education 
Society is well calculated to bring forward for the service of the 
church. 

But notwithstanding all the difficulties the Institution has had to 
encounter, it has prospered beyond the most sanguine expectations 
of its founders. Its course, generally, has been steadily and rapidly 
onward, and at no preceding anniversary, has it been enabled to 
speak of greater success, than has crowned its exertions the past 
year. 

J^umber assisted dvring the year. 
Soon after the last annual meeting, special eSbrts were made to 
look up young men of talents, piety, and good promise, and induce 
them to prepare for the ministry of Christ. The subject was pre- 
sented to a number of ecclesiastical and ministerial bodies for their 
consideration, and the following resolution was by them adopted : 

" Resolved, That in view of the immense want of ministers to sup- 
ply the destitute churches of this country, and to meet the imperious 
and increasing demand of the Foreign and Home Missionary Societies, 
and in view of the intimate and inseparable connection there is between 
the preaching of the gospel, and the prosperity of every religious enter- 
prise, it is the solemn duty of every minister to esert himself to look 
up at least one young man, suitable to prepare for the ministrations of 
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Ood'a word, and ioduce him to commence immediately a coarse of 
education for this sacred caUing." 

A Circular Letter* was also by the Secretary of the Society 
issued to clergymen, calling their attention to this subject. The 
edbrts thus made have not been in vain. A larger number of con- 
verted youth than usual, have commenced preparation for the 
ministry. During the year, assistance has been rendered to 

113 young men in 14 theological ■eminuiea, 

433 do. in 34 colleges, 

366 do. in 111 academiei and pablic schools. 

Total, 912 do. in 159 diflerent inatitutions. 

JVew Beneficiaries. 
The number of new applicants the past year has been, 

15 ia theological eemiaaries, 
68 in collegea, 
177 in academies. 

Total, 380 in different institutions. 

In making appropriations to young men, a catholic spirit has ever 
been exercised. Without regard to sectarian distinctions, the So- 
ciety extends its patronage to all of evangelical sentiments, who 
solicit aid. Assistance has been afforded during the year to indi- 
viduals of eight difierent denominations. 

CatUion in recetrtn^ Seneficiariet. 
As great care is necessary in guarding the way of access to the 
. sacred flmds of this Instimtion and to the holy ministry, so the 
Rules of the Society require, that the candidate for assistance shall 
(iumish testimonials in relation to his talents, piety, indigence, and 
good promise, signed by two or three individuals of known charac- 
ter, acquainted with him, one of whom must be the pastor of the 
church to which he belongs, if such there be, and also a testimo- 
nial from his instructor in the languages. These testimonials are 
presented to some Examining Committee, appointed for the pur 
pose, whose duty is described in the following commissicm : 

■' To , 

" The Directors of the American Education Society are anxions 
to discharge with fidelity, the responsible trust committed to them, of 
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■electing and patrontzing indigent young men of auitabla character, to 
be educated for the ministry. To aid them in the performance of this 
duty, Examining Committees, composed of men of known character 
and standing are appointed in different parts of the countrj to examine 
and recomioend candidates for patronage. 

" R«poetng great confidence in jour jodgmenl and fidelity, the 
Board of Directors of the Society, hare thought proper to appoint, and 
they do hereby appoint jou, Sir, a member of the ExaminiDg Com- 
mittee of . The duties to be performed may be learned 

from the publications which either now, or hereafter, may be forwarded 
fbr your information. The other members of the committee associated 
with you are 

" Considering the connection which the object of this appointment 
has with the highest and beet interests of mankind, it ia lioped that 
yon will allow it to claim and to receive a portion of your valuable 
ser rices. 

" By order of the Board of Directors." 

The nature and method of examination may be learned from 
the followmg extract from the Rules ; 



" When a candidate for patronage q>plies for examination, jt shall 
be the duty of the Examiuing Committee to whom the application is 
made, to institute a faithful and piersonal inquiry respecting his testi- 
nHRiials, his studies, his religious character, his motives in seeking an 
educatbu for the Christian ministry, and his wiilingnese to conform to 
the Rules of the American Education Society." 

Such 13 the precaution taken by the Directors to prevent impo- 
sition, and a misapplicaUon of the funds of the Society. This 
careitUness will be deemed requisite, when it b CMisidered, that a , 
large number of the beneficiaries are minors, whose character is 
not matured, and that young men of sanguine and aspiring habits, 
may choose the ministerial office from improper motives. A gen- 
tleman, once a beneficiary of this Society, ba^ been so deeply im- 
pressed with the importance of this subject, that he has placed in 
the hands of the Secretary, one hundred dollars to be given as a 
premium to the writer of the best essay on " What constitutes a 
call to the Christian Ministry, and what are the proper qualifica- 
tions for that work ? " The design of the essay is to furnish those 
who may be lookmg forward to the ministry with the proper cri- 
teria in respect to corporeal, mental, and moral qualifications, by 
which they may judge of their fitness for the work, and of the 
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kind, aod amount of talents, necessary for the proper dischai^ of 
the duties of the ministry, and also serve as a manual for clergy- 
men and others, who may he called to give advice to young men 
in relation to this subject. 

JVvmier licensed to preach. 
It is supposed, that about sixty beneficiaries hare the last year 
obtained licensure to preach, and commenced the work in which 
they hare so long desired to engage. Some of them have already 
settled in the mimstry with our long established chmrches ; others 
have gone to the Valley of the Mississippi, in the service of the 
Home Missionary Society ; others are engaged as Secretaries and 
Agents in enterprises of Christian benerolence ; and others hare 
for their field of labor the lands of Pagan darkness. Many souls, 
no doubt, have already been made to rejoice in the Lord through 
their instrumentality. 

Death. 
" All flesh is grass and all the goodliness thereof is as the 
flower of the field." " The wind passeth orer it, and it is gone ; 
and the place thereof shall know it no more." Three of those 
who have been pursuing their studies for the ministry, under the 
patronage of the Society, with &ut prospects of fiiture usefulness, 
have been unexpectedly seized during the past year by the arrests 
of death, and remanded to the world of spirits. They have been 
called from their anticipated services of Christ on earth to his 
higher services in heaven. " Clouds and darkness are round 
about Jehovah ; righteousness and judgment are the habitation of 
his throne." 

Patronage vntkkeld. 
In withholding patronage from young men who have received it, 
the Directors are actuated by a sacred regard to the interests of 
the Redeemer's kingdom, the American Education Society, the 
benefit of the young men under their care, and those especially 
who are the subjects of this censure. Discipline of this nature 
tends to produce a salutary eSect, Patronage is withheld when 
there are such improprieties of conduct as discredit Christian pro- 
fession, or as bring reproach upon religion or the Society, or where 
there is a destitution of suitable natural or acquired qualiiications. 
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ScHnedmes upon trial it is found that the imnd does not develope 
vs was anticipated, and that the young man by reason of de6ciency 
of talent, had hetter ahandon the idea of preparing for the minis- 
try. That cases of this kind sometimes occur, is not owing to a 
defect in the Rules of the Society, but to liabilities incident to 
human judgment. The Directors, from a sense of duty and 
special regard to the benefit of the young men under their care, 
would state that in almost every instance of moral delinquency, 
the person, who has been cut off from patronage, has exhibited 
marks of gradual declension, as the destitution of seriousness and 
humility in deportment ; pride and extravagance in dress ; unbal- 
lowed ambition and frowardness of temper ; ingratitude to bene- 
fectors, and an unteachabie disposition ; fickleness or instability of 
mind and conduct ; and negligence in studies or laborious pursuits. 
Every instance of declension of this nature, therefore, should be 
considered by beneficiaries as an indication of fatal apostacy. 
Appropriations have also been discontinued in cases where young 
men, while receiving assistance, have entered into the marriage 
relation. After much reflecrion on this subject, the Board adopted 
the following rule : " If any young man under the patronage of 
this Society shall enter into the marriage state during the coin^e 
of his study, his appropriations shall cease." The reason for this 
regulation is most obvious. If a young man cannot sustain him- 
self while obtaining an education; surely be cannot sustun himself 
and a family. Besides, he will not only be burdened with addi- 
tional pecuniary expenses, but he will be continually perplexed 
with additional cares and anxieties. From ten beneficiaries, pa- 
tronage has the last year been withheld. 

Dismissions. 
One rule of the Society is, " If any young man shall at any 
time, while under patronage, wish to close his connection with the 
Society, he shall make known his wishes to the Secretary of the 
Parent Society, and provided he has maint^ed the character re- 
quired, and conformed to the Rules, he shall receive an honorable 
dismission." In conformity to this regulation, fourteen beneficia- 
ries, not needing further assistance, have requested and obtained an 
honorable dismission. In all these instances a due sense of grati- 
tude has been expressed, and an intention to refiind whenever it 
shall be in their power. 
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Efforts for the promotion of pertontd hoUnet$. 
The object of this Society is to raise up a succession of holy 
and devoted ministers of Jesus Christ. As one means of accom- 
plishing this, the Board of Directors instituted the plan of Pastoral 
Supervision. The Rule adopted on this subject is, " The Sec- 
retary shall be required to exercise so far as he shall be able, 
pastoral supervision over all who are under the patronage of the 
Society, by visiting the places where they reside, and conversing 
and praying with them individually or collectively, by correspond- 
ence with them and with their instructors ; and by any other 
means calculated to excite them to effort and to encourage them 
to seek an elevated spirit of piety."* In compliance with this 
direction, the Secretary of the Parent Society has, during the year, 
visited between four and five hundred beneficiaries, and the re- 
mainder have been visited by other permanent Secretaries &nd 
Officers. By the Trustees of Phillips Academy, five hundred 
copies of the Memoir of the Rev. Elias Cornelius have been given 
to the Society for dlstrihuUon. And the/ all have been, or soon 
will be, distributed. It is a book well calculated to promote the 
spiritual interests of the young men, as it contains just views of 
what a Christian and Christian minister ought to be } just views of 
the American Education Society and other benevolent institutions; 
just views of entire consecration to Christ and the church. The 
Memoir is by the Directors presented to the beneficiaries, as a 
token of affecrionate regard, with the hope, that the devotedness 
of Mr. Cornelius to the cause of Christ, may be impressed upon 
their minds, and imitated by them. A communication on some 
important topic of moral and religious duty, designed to produce in 
them the fruits of righteousness unto salvation, is sent to them 
■ quarterly. f All intercourse with them, in person or by corres- 
pondence, ia both paternal and pastoral, and is designed to prevent 
an unf^thful, rime-serving, and graceless ministry, and to bring 
forward a holy, consistent and consecrated host of ambassadors of 
the cross. Eternity alone will fully disclose its results. 



From the Treasurer's Report it appears, that the receipts of the 

Society the past year have been J57,8I8 20 ; more than jlll,000 

greater than in any preceding year. Of this sum, jt6,680, a bequest 

" Appendix O. i Appendix H. 
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of Oliver D. Cooke, Esq. of Hartford, Conn, have been received 
on account of permanent scholarships, and $51,138 20 for current 
uses of the Society. There have been paid into the Treasury by 
beneficiaries, who have rciunded in whole or in part what they 
received fi^m the Society, $1,947 78, which sum is included 
in the above receipts. It is hoped, that a greater amount will 
yearly be added to the funds in consequence of the loaning system ; 
for the experience of years has proved that the disposition and 
ability to refund, are closely allied to habits of industry and 
economy ; and these are evidently increasing. Of the $57,818 20, 
there have been raised within the bounds of the Presbyterian 
Church $19,277. 

Expendiluret, 
The expenditures of the Society, during the year, have been 
$56,363 91. Add to this sura the debt of the Society the last 
year, $193 35, and the amount will be $56,557 36. From thb 
sura subtract the amount of receipts for current use, and the Society 
will be found $5,225 71 in debt. A large por^on of the Amds of 
the Ptu^nt Society have been paid over to Branches, and Societies 
connected with it. While a part have sust^ed their own benefi- 
ciaries, others have drawn largely upon the treasury of the 
Society to meet their necessities. Though the Society is in debt, 
yet it is not because tiinds as large as usual have not been re- 
ceived ; but because the number of beneficiaries has been rapidly 
multiplied. The amount of appropriations now, is double to what 
it was four years ago. 

Amount of earnings. 

While pursuing their studies, the beneficiaries of the Society 

have earned during the year by manual labor, school teaching and 

other services, the sum of $26,268 23.* This b truly creditable 

to them, and evinces what industrious application can accomplish. 

Obligationt cancelled. 
In respect to cancelling notes held by the Society against bene- 
ficiaries, the following Rule exists : " In case the iiiture condition 
of tliose who are patronized by the Society, in consequence of any 
calamity, or of the service of the church, to which they may be 
providentially called, or the peculiar situation in which they may 

* Appondiz 1. 
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be placed shall in the judgment of the Board be found to be such, 
as to render it unsuitable for them to be called upon to pay the 
debt contracted for their education, it shall be understood to be the 
right and duty of the Board to cancel such debts in whole, or in 
part, whenever they shall judge proper." 

During the year, the notes of ten individuals, at their request, 
have been cancelled in whole or in part, or placed b such a con- 
dition as will prevent embarrassment. Four of these were Foreign 
Missionaries, three were Home Missionaries, and three were settled 
Pastors in peculiarly depressed circumstances. 

The following is the form of the vote passed by the Directors 
in reference to those, who are employed as missionaries by the 
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions : 

Voted, That the Secretary be authorized and directed to inform the 

Rev. ■ , that having devoted himself to the service of 

Christ among the heathen, he ia released froni his pecuniary obligations 
to the American Ednca^on Society, while he continues in this holy 
uid selMenying wwk.* 

Quarterly Register and Journal. 
This work, established for the benefit of the cause of Christ, 
has been continued with high reputation, and is accomplishing 
much on behalf of Uterature, religion and benevolent enterprises. 
Its bearing upon the operations of the Society, upon the young 
men connected with it, and upon the minbtry generally, is most 
happy. By the historian and antiquarian, it is viewed as a work 
of peculiar merit. Its original discussions in respect to sacred 
learning, and the Christian minbtry ; its statistics of literary, 
religious and benevolent societies ; of academical, theological and 
ecclesiastical institutions, are of great utility. That part of the 
work called the Journal, containing an account of the proceedings 
of the American Education Society, is very important to the 
interests of the Institution, and should be widely distributed. This 
periodical richly deserves a place in the library of every philiui- 
tbropbt and Christian. Mr. B. B. Edwards wit) conduct the work 
the ensuing year. 

AgeiUs. 
No benevolent society will flourish without Agents to execute 
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its plans of operation. This point has been fully settled b^ the 
experience of yeais. But, provided these institutions could be 
sustained mthout the labors of Agents, it is doubtiiil whether it 
would be best for the church, that they should be. Judicious and 
fiuthfiil Agents will be the means of rousing the attention, and 
calling forth the energies of the conununity, by presenting the 
cliums of diderent religious enterprises, and thus be the means of 
grace to Christians, by enlarging their views and expanding their 
■ benevolence. During the year a number of agencies have been 
performed. The Rev. William L. Mather has been continued in 
the service of the Society. As Secretary of the North Western 
Branch, he has bad the whole care of raising funds within the 
bounds of Vermont. ' A portion of his time has been spent in 
Connecticut and Massachusetts. His agency has been character- 
ized by prudence, activity and success. The Rev. James D. 
Famsworth continued bis labors as an Agent with increasing 
approbation, till September, when the term of his engageraent 
expired. The Rev. Thomas Boutelle has performed an agency 
of three months in the State of M^ne to very good acceptance and 
success. The Rev. Charles S. Adams, of Welts, Me. who had 
been employed as a resident Agent in the county of York, and in 
that capacity had accomplished much more in raising funds for the 
Society, than could have' been anticipated, has been appointed a 
temporary Agent. He has spent a number of weeks in Strafford 
county, N. H. and Worcester county, Ms. in collecting fiinds with 
his usual success. The Rev. John M. Ellis, Secretary of the 
Indiana Branch, has been appointed to a temporary agency within 
the bounds of the Illinois Branch. The Rev. Moses Gerould, of 
Alstead, N. H. and the Rev. Charles Fitch, of Western, Ms. have 
performed very useful and acceptable agencies in the counties 
where they reside, so far as the duties of their pastoral charge 
would permit. 

Operation» of Branches, Auxiliaries, and Agendes. 

Only a brief notice of them can here be presented. 

Maine Branch. — This Society has assisted more young men, 
and raised a greater amount of funds the past year, than in any 
preceding one. It has furnished assistance to 36 beneficiaries, 14 
of whom were new applicants. It received into its treasury 
$2,379 61 — a sum sufficient to meet its own approprialJons. 
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Aetv Htanpthire £r(incA.^I>uiing the yettr, 38 young men 
have been aided by this Society, 5 of whom were new ben- 
eficiaries. This Branch has raised contiibutions sufficient to 
meet all its appropriations. The amount of receipts is $2,081 77. 

/forth Western Branch. — This Auxiliary Society has abounded 
in beneficiaries, but its iiinds have not increased as the importance 
of the cause required. Within its limits, 62 young men have 
been assisted the past year. There have been appropriated to 
its beneficiaries, $4,164, while only j}3,064 38 have been raised 
within the bounds of the Society. The deficiency of contributions 
to this object, is probably owing to the great efibrts which have 
been made in raising subscriptions on behalf of the colleges in that 
State. 

J^atsachuaetti. — In this State where the Parent Society has its 
seat of operations, the cause has been hberally patronized. Within 
her borders between too and three hundred thovsand dollan bare 
already been raised for thb object. There are many auxiliaries 
here establbhed, and most of them are efficient. The amount 
of receipts the lost year is $20,005 23, and there have been 
appropriated $13,983 to 339 young men at difi^«Dt iustitutioiis, 
47 of whom never before applied for assistance. . 

Rhode hla»d ^imitary.—'This Sodety has not been so efficient 
in Aimishing beneficiaries and fimds as could be desired. The 
Congregational churches in Providence, howeverj have not been 
unmuidfiil of this object in their prayers and charities. Our 
Baptist brethren of that State are doing themselves much hoDW, 
by their effiirts of late to nuse up an educated ministry. 

Connecticut jSrancA.— There have been assisted by the Soci- 
ety the past year, 73 young men, 16 of whran were new ben- 
eficiaries. There have been appropriated to them, $4,324 and 
$2,339 2 1 have been received in the State for current use. While 
the truth compels us to make this report in respect to this anuent, 
wealthy and respectable State, we do it with the recollection, that 
during the year before, more money was contributed than was 
required to meet its expenditures. The character of Connecticut 
is a pledge, that eSbrts to raise up an able and i^tbiiil ministry 
will there ever be patronized. 

Illinoia Branch. — -This State Society has raised $491 the last 
year, and appropriated to 8 beneficiaries $450, It is to be 
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hoped that this State will contjnue to ctmtribute fimds sufficient 
to meet all her wants. 

Preshyttrian Education Society. 

This Society extends its operations over a very large portion of 
the Middle, Western and Southern States. It had under its care 
the last year 436 benehciaries, and it contributed towards their 
support $19,277. A definite and accurate statement of what each 
of its Branches and Agencies has r^ed cannot be given, as the 
data on which it should be founded have never been transmitted to 
the Rooms of the Parent Society. 

Western Education Society. — During the year, 1 12 young men 
have been assisted by the Society, Thirty-five of these were new 
applicants. The rising institutions of learning, and the rapidly in- 
taeasing population in that part of the country promise a greater 
number of candidates for the ministry in each succeeding year. 
The Rev, Ithamar Pillsbury is Secretary and Agent of this Society. 

Utica Agency. — ^At the last anniversary of the Western Educa- 
tion Society, it was recommended that an agency be established at 
Utica, embracing the section which was formerly assigned to the 
Eastern District, of the Western Education Society. In accord- 
ance with this reconunendation an agency has been established fay 
the name of the Utica Agency. Through the f^thfid and judi- 
cious labors of the Secretary, the Rev, Otto S. Hoyt, the cause 
within the limits of -this Agency is assuming a very favorable 
aspect. This Society has now'under its care 69 beneficiaries, 27 
of whom have been received during the past year. 

Troy Branch. — ^The Rev. Alanson Scofield has been recently 
employed as a temporary agent within the bounds of this Society. 
The results of his labors are as yet imperfectly known. The ben- 
eficiaries assisted during the year were 11, 6 of whoin were new 
applicants. 

Central ^eney. — ^A society has been established, called the 
Central Agency, havmg its office and centre of operations at Phil- 
adelphia. The Rev. Eliphalet W. Gilbert, of WihningtoD, Del. 
has been appointed Secretary and Agent. There have been pur- 
suing their studies within the boimds of this Society the past 
' year, 23 beneficiaries, 9 of whom were new applicants. 

Weatem ^eney. — There have been assisted during the year, , 
69 beneficiaries, of whom 25 were new appUcants. The 
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labors of Rev. John Spaulding, Secretary of the Society, have 
been crowned with success. Although the year has been one of 
pecuniary embarrassment, on account of the pestilence which raged 
during the summer months in the Valley of the Mississippi ; yet 
in this season of necessity relief was afibrded. The influence of 
the Western Anniversaries in awakening and concentrating the 
energies of the churches will.be happy. Already the good e^cts 
are seen in the cordiality with which the diSerent benevolent soci- 
eties are patronized by the fiiends of Zion. 

tVesiern Reserve Branch. — This Branch continues to enjoy its 
usual prosperity. The efforts of the Rev. Ansel R. Clark, the 
Secretary, have been uniformly successful. Aid has been fiir- 
nished by this Society during the year, to 41 young men, 
14 of whom were new applicants. The whole number of bene- 
ficiaries who have been assisted since the establishment of this 
Branch, is about 60. 

Indiana Branch. — ^The number of young men assisted by this 
Society the year past is 12, 4 of whom were new applicants. 
These beneficiaries report to the Western Agency. Recent events 
show that the churches in Indiana are beginning to awake to the 
importance of raising up ministers to supply the destitute portions 
of the State. The Rev. John M. Ellis is Secretary and Agent. 

East and West Tennessee Agencies. — The beneficiaries assisted 
by the West Tennessee Agency the last year, have been 8 in 
number, 5 of whom were new applicants. There have been 
under the care of the East Tennessee Agency, 48 bene- 
ficiaries, 19 of whom were new applicants. Only a small 
amount of funds has as yet been raised in East Tennessee, but 
from the present aspect of things, it is expected that the ensuing 
year will show an increase of subscriptions. In West Tennessee 
the contributions have been generous. The Rev. John W. 
Beecher is Secretary of both Agencies. 

General Results. 
The results which have been produced by the instrumentality 
of the American Education Society, have been most animating and 
encouraging. There have been assisted by it 1 ,964 young men 
in a course of preparation for the ministry. The first year only 
7 were aided, and the last year 912.* About 600 of its ben- 

* Appendix E. 
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eGciaries have passed through their course of educadon, and are 
now actively employed in promoting the cause of Christ. Theie 
are 40 preaching the gospel among the heathen as Foreign Mis- 
sionaries. Between 200 and 300 have heen employed at times 
in dbpensing the words of eternal truth amid the waste places of 
Zion, or among the new settlements of om: country, in the service 
of the Home Missionary Societies. About 30 are laboiing as secre- 
taries or agents of different benevolent societies. More than 50 are 
engaged as editors of literary and reli^ous publicadons, or as in- 
structors in institutions of literature and theology, and t^ie remainder 
are settled aa pastors of churches, or are candidates for settlement. 
One sixth of all the ordinations and installations of ministers in the 
United States, the year past, as published in the difierent periodi- 
cals of the day, were beneficiaries of this Society. Through its 
instrumentality, nearly $500,000 have been raised for charitable 
ministerial education.* More than $11,000 havebeenreiimded by 
former bene6ciaries. During the last 8 years, the young men 
connected with it have earned by manual labor, school teaclung, 
and other services, $100,000. f Making the returns which the 
Directors have received from a large number of beneficiaries . the 
basis of calculation, it appeals that tlie whole number of ministers 
educated by the Society, have since they c(»nmenced a courae of 
education, taught academies and common schools more than 1,000 
years ; instructed about 135,000 children and youth ; have been 
instrumental of 915 revivals of religion, and of the hopeM conver- 
Mon of 50,000 ini^viduals. There are now instructed in Sabbath 
schools and Bible classes under their care, at least 60,000 persons. 
About $65,000 are annually contributed in their parishes for vari- 
ous benevolent purp<^es ; and they preach statedly flrom Sabbath 
to Sabbath, to as many as 1 60,000 people. The indirect influence 
of the Institution is great in respect to society, the sciences and 
arts, and every thing that renders life desirable and happy. Per- 
haps it is as great as the direct. By its publicarions and agents 
and efforts generally, it has probably induced as many young men 
to enter the mmistry, who were able to educate themselves, as 
would have educated themselves &om among those, who have 
gone forth as heralds of salvation, by the aid imparted to them. 
And there can be no doubt that this Institution has excited to 
the formation of other similar Kducarion Societies. In view of 

* Appendix L. t Appendix M. 
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what has been accomplished by the Society, the Directors would 
make the most gratefiil acknowledgment of the Divine interposition 
in its behalf. " Thine O Lord is the greatness, and the power, 
and the glory, and the victory, and the majesty. Now, therefore, 
our God, we thank thee, and pmse thy glorious name." 

The work to be petformed, 
" The field is the world," and Christians in the nineteenth centu- 
ry, filled with the faith of God, anticipate iu unmediate culdvadon. 
If they speak of multiplying the copies of the Sacred Scriptures, 
it is for the supply of all the families of the earth ; if they speak 
of sending out missionaries of the cross, it is to every inhabited 
part of the globe ; if they speak of raising up spiritual laborers, it . 
is for gathering in the moral harvest of the WOTld. And so it 
should be. Jesus Christ died for the world, and his redeemed 
people should aim at nothing less, than bringing it back from its. 
revolt to his allegiance. For the accomplishment of this object, 
the Christian ministry is the great and standing ordinance of 
Heaven. But alas ! to how little extent aje its blessings enjoyed ! 
Eighteen hundred years have rolled away, since the Saviour gave 
to his disciples the solemn charge, " Go ye into all the world and 
preach the gospel to every creature j " yet to this day the glad 
tidings of salvation are made known to only a small portion of the 
human race. But it must not continue so to be. The heralds of 
the cross must go forth to evangelize the nations. The gospel in 
its purity must be proclaimed from Cape Horn to Nova Zembla, 
and from California to Japan, till the pagoda of the Hindoo, the 
mosque of the Mohammedan, and the cathedral of the Romanbt 
shall totter to ruins, and the temple of the Christian shall every 
where arise, filled with holy incense to the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost. And the Christians of this land must take a 
prominent part in this work. They have done something, but not 
a twentieth part of what they must do, even in the present century. 
Besides supplying this land with a competent and faithfiil ministry, 
they are bound to send out at least 2,000 missionaries of the cross 
to heathen nations. For the accomplishment of this object, a host 
of young men must be rdsed up and qualified for the ministry of 
Christ. And in the providence of God, the American Education 
Society seems destined to be a grand instrument for the conk 
ple^on of thb glorious work. 



JyGOO'^IC 



fB EIGHTEEHTB BEPOKT 

Mean$ to be rued. 
Prayer is one important means to be employed for the advance- 
ment of this cause. After stating that " the harvest is plenteous 
but the laborers few," the Great Head of the church enjoined 
upon his disciples this duty, " Pray ye, therefore, the Lord of 
the harvest, that he will send forth laborers into his harvest." 
Every step in this work should be taken in prayer^prayer in 
faith — in importunity — in agony. " O that my head were waters, 
and mine eyes a fountiun of tears, that 1 might weep day an;^ 
night " — such should be the spirit of supplication. Prayer on this 
subject should be offered in the family. The father who leads in 
devotion will naturally remember his beloved children. When 
supplica^g God for mercy, he should pour out his soul for the 
conversion of his sons, and plead that God would qualify them to 
be pastors after his heart. Such prayers would deeply interest 
them, and, perhaps, be the means of fheir conversion j — such 
prayers would be heard in heaven. — This subject should be re- 
membered in social meetings for prayer. On these occasions, 
special supplication should be made, that the Lord would raise up 
a host of Ezekiels to prophesy upon the sMn. — The sanctuary is 
emphatically the place of prayer. — There he, who ministers in the 
name of the High Priest of our profession, standing at the altar, 
should present the oblation of his people on behalf of this subject 
before the throne of the Great Eternal. The Tuesday immedi- 
ately succeeding the first Monday of the month, the day on which 
intercession is wont to be made in relation to this subject, should 
never be forgotten.* After looking at the wants of the world, as 
at the monthly concert on the evening before, and perceiving that 
the fields are white already to harvest, how natural is it to lift up 
the heart in supplication that the Lord of the harvest would send 
forth laborers into his harvest. — The day of sacred concert on 
behalf of colleges should ever be approached with deep feeling 
and lively interest. Let the prayers of Christians be such, as to 
take hold on God's covenant and be accompanied with a holy im- 
portunity, that cannot be denied, and what would be the result ? 
Would not the heart of Infinite Love be moved ? Would not God 
himself come down and dwell with men ? Would not the Holy 
Ghost sanctify our colleges, and cause the hearts of the students 

* A[^>«odiz N. 
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to become fit, temples for his residence ? In the year 1831 there 
was a revival in fourteen different colleges, and between 300 and 
400 young men, in our institutions of learning, were hopefully 
converted to Christ, The present year too has been signalized 
by the dispensations of his grace. Revivals have been enjoyed in 
a number of colleges, and many students have been brought to a 
knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus. There are now 5,400 
young men at the different colleges in the United States. How 
important that they should be sanctified and consecrated to Christ 
and the church. — Another means to be used is the dlfliision of 
information in respect to the want of ministers. Men will not act 
till they have knowledge on the subject, about which they are 
called to act. The blessed Saviour who so loved the world as to 
die for its redemption, would have men enlightened — would have 
them think and feel on this subject so awfiilly distressing. Parents 
should acquaint themselves, that they may know their duty in 
reference to the consecration of their sons to the ministry. Pious 
young men are bound to be informed, in regard to the deficiency 
of ministers, that they may see the necessity of set^g themselves 
apart to the work of preaching the gospel. All people should 
have fiill statistical information on the subject. Until this is the 
case, they will never perform their duty. Knowledge they can 
obtain from the religious periodicals of the day, and not to do it is 
to incur guilt. An answer to th^ question, What of Zion ? they 
should be ready to give. Christians are soldiers of the King of 
heaven, and it becomes them to be acquainted with the numbers 
and strength of their own army, and also the embattled forces of 
the enemy. And when they have a full view of the war that is 
waged, the enemy to be encountered, and the conquest to be ob- 
tuned, if there is a spark of love within them, it will kindle, and 
bum, and press them on to action. For the bene6t of the public, 
the Directors have procured for general distribution an abridgment 
of " Letters fit>m the East," by Dr. Scudder ; and the expecta- 
tion is, that the American Tract Society will print and (USiise 
them throughout the land. A larger number than usual of the 
Journal of the American Education Society has been gratuitously 
distributed, and it is believed, with most happy effects. Many 
editors of religious newspapers have occasionally inserted commu- 
nications in relation to this great cause, and it is sinc«<ely to be ■ 
wished, that they would weekly remember it. Can they do a 
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greater service to the church, than by thromng before the 
community in this way infomiation in respect to this subject i 
Reports of branch and auxiliary societies, containing an ac- 
count of their proceedings, together with a view of the want of 
ministers and the number of pious young men of suitable natural 
qualifications within their sphere of operation, should be printed 
and circulated. Agents, especially, should be sent forth to spread 
befm^ the community the woes and wants of perishing men, and 
excite to benevolent efforts. A knowledge _ of the true condition 
of the world, and the means of its mental and moral improvement, 
must be highly interestmg to the philosopher, patriot and Christian. 
The evil must be known before an adequate remedy can and will 
be applied. — Effi)rt shoul^ be made to induce pious young men of 
proper natural qualifications to enter the mmistry. Parents should 
consecrate their sons, if pious and of good promise, to this blessed 
work, and encourage them to seek suitable preparation for it. A . 
child must not be withheld from this employment, because he is 
the youngest son, or an only son. He must be given i|p, for the 
Lord bath need of him. Abraham could sacrifice his youngest 
son at God's command, and God himself could ofier up his only 
Son for man's redemption. Parents must make more sacrifices in • 
this way than they ever have made. And they should rejoice 
that they have sons to be thus employed for Christ and his church. 
The ministers of Jesus should make increasing efforts to induce 
young men of respectable talents, ardent piety, and good promise, 
to commence at once preparation for this holy calling. — Charitable 
as^stance should be rendered to all pious young men of good 
promise who desire to prepare for the ministry, but have not the 
pecuniary means of doing it. The number of males in the United 
States, between ] 4 and 25 years of age, is about 1 ,200,000. One 
fifteenth part or 80,000 may be considered pious. One in ten or 
8,000 ought to prepare for the ministry. One half of these are 
able in a pecuniary view to educate themselves j the other half 
OT 4,000 need charitable assistance. And can it be imagined, that 
the churches purchased by the blood of Immanuel will withhold 
the silver and the gold, which are the Lord's ? It cannot be. 
Christians will think little of wealth, but in subserviency to the 
cause of Jesus Christ, when the light of eternity shall burst upon 
their ^ion, and this world, with all its riches, honors and pleasures . 
shall vamsh from their view. The soul, immortal as God bimseU^ 
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is of more value than the riches of creation. Who then will 
refi-ain from contributing of their substance to the raising up of 
ministers to preach the gospel to 600,000,000 of men, perishing 
for lack of knowledge ? Christians must elevate their standard 
of charitable contributions. They have not as yet risen to a 
tithe of their obligations in reference to the salvation of undying 
souls. 

Conclusion. 

Have the friends of Zion thought on this m(»nentous subject as 
they ought ? Have they sufficiently exerted themselves to become 
acquainted with the spiritual woes and wants of millions in our 
own country ; and of hundreds of millions in pagan and Moham- 
medan lands? Have they felt as they ought? Have they ex- 
perienced one hour of distress, one sleepless night on account of 
the impending perdition of those who have no Ttnowledge of the 
way of salvation by Jesus Christ ? Have they prayed as they 
ought, presented the case before the throne of God with strong 
crying and tears — agonized in prayer ? For the promotion of this 
object, have they contributed of their substance as duty required ? 
On the day of their espousals to Christ, did they not make an 
entire consecration to him of all they are, and have, and can do 
for time and for eternity ? Chrisuans will do well to ponder these 
things in their hearts. 

Our cause is great and good. Jesus Christ is Ring in Zion. 
All heaven is with us, and all earth will be with us ; for ere long 
it shall be announced, " The kingdoms of this world have become 
the kingdoms of our Lord and of hb Christ ; and he shall reign 
forever and ever." Then the spiritual temple will be completed, 
and the head stone thereof will have been brought forth with 
shoutings, Grace, grace unto it. 

By order of the Directors, 

WILUAM COGSWELL. 
JOHN J. OWEN.* 
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APPENDIX. 



(Note A. p. 36.] 
REV. EBENEZER POKTER, D, D. 

Dr. Porter was a native of Connecticut, graduated at Dartmouth college^ 
and studied divinity with the Rev. Dr. Smalley. He was settled in tb9 
ministry over the Congregational church in Washington, Conn., in 1795, 
and dismiaaed in 1813, when he became professor of sacred rhetoric in the 
theological seminary, Andover, aa aucceaaor to the Rev. Dr. Griffin. He 
subsequently resigned his professorship and became president of the insti- 
tution. He also retained the ofSce of lecturer on Homiletica. He died on 
Tuesday morning, April 5, 1834, aged G2. He had long been in a debili- 
tated state, and it waa only by the most unremitted attention, that he could 
command even a tolerable degree of health. The funeral scrvicee were 
attended in the chapel of the seminary on the Friday following. Prayers 
were offered by the Rev. Dra. Dana and Church. A sermon was preached 
by the Rev. Dr. Woods, founded on the scripture, John ivii. 4, "I have 
finished the work which thou gavest me to da." 

The principal publications of Dr. Porter, besides occasional serraona, were 
"Young Preacher's Manual," " Rhetorical Reader," "Biblical Reader," 
"Lecturea on Homiletica and Preaching," and "Analysis of the Piinciplea of 
Rhetorical Delivery," Hia productions are worthy of high commendation, 
on account of their good sense, the deep leligioua spirit which pervades 
them, and the fine style and Qnished manner throughout in which they are 
executed. Hia piety was of a singuluil; pure and elevated order. He 
had lon^ cherished a firm and ijitelligcnt trust in hia Divine Redeemer, and 
was weiUng without apprehensiau for the coming of his Lord. He was 
a bright example, for many years, to a great circle of frienda, of purity, 
dignity, fine eenae, cultivated intellect, amiable manners, great industry, 
and firm, humble piety. He waa for a long time one of the moat intelb- 
gent supporters and eloquent advocates of our principal benevolent insti- 
tuliona. Of the American Education Society, he was, in an important 
sense, the founder and a most uniform and generous patron. Hia name will 
long be cherished with undissembled respect and gratitude. It was era- 
phatlcalLy true of Dr. Porter, that he had " finished the work which waa 
given him to do," and it was well done. Though valued and loved as an 
instructor and friend, none can mourn that he has been gathered with 
the holy and eloquent of other days, with Paul, Chrysostom, Baxter and 
Whitefield, whose eloquence he admired, and whose spirit he loved to 
cberiah. 

HON. RICHARD SKINNEK. 

Judge Skinner was born in Litchfleld, Conn., May, 1778. He did not 

receive a collegiate education, but studied law at the school in Litchfield, 

and waa admitted to the bar of that county in 1800, and removed to Man- 
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Chester, Vt^ the same jear. He received the office of state's attorney ia 
. 1801, which he held foraeveral years. He was appoiotedjudge of probate 
in 1809, and elected a member of congress in 1813. He was appoioted 
associate Judge of the supreme court in 1616, and received the office of 
chief justice the year following. He was a member of the state legialature 
and speaker of the house in 1818. In 1830 he was elected governor of the 
State, in which otEce he continued three years. He waa reappointed chief 
justice of the supreme court in 1824, and resigned in 1829. Aa an advo- 
cate, he was indefatigable in bis investigations, careful and thorough in 
preparation, and ingenious and successful in argument As a jurist, he wu 
well versed in the principles of law. As ajudge, he was able, dignified and 
impartial. As a Christian, he was humble and distrustful of his piety. 
Though he was the subject of religious impressions in early life, he did not 
make a public profession of religion till the autumn of 1829. Judge Skin- 
ner took a decided and active part in the literary, religions and benevolent 
institutions of the day, and was an efficient and liberal patron of them. 
He was a member of the corporation of Uiddlebury college, and he took a 
lively interest in the Burr seminary. He was also president of the North 
Western Branch of the American Education Society at the time of bis de- 
cease. He died at his residence in Manchester, May S8, aged 55. 

PRESIDENT STORKS. 

The Rev. Charles B. Storra was the son of the late Rev. Richard S. 
Storrs, of Longmeadow, Mass., and was horn May, 1794. He early dis- 
covered a predilection for science. At the age of fourteen, he commenced 
8 reparation for college, at Monson academy. When sixteen, he entered 
FassBU hall, and pursued his studies with zeal and success till junior year, 
when his health failed him and he was obliged to abandon his classic pur- 
suits. After legajning his health in some tolerable degree, he devoted as 
much of his time as his strength would allow to theological studies, under 
the instruction of the Rev. Dr. Woolworth, of Bridgehampton, Long Island! 
In 1811], he obtained licensure to preach ; but not satisfied with his theo- 
logical attainments, in 1817 he joined the seminary at Andover. Having 
gone through the regular course of study in divini^, he proceeded imme- 
diately to the South, and was ordained as an evangelist at Charleston, 8. C. 
Jan. 3, 1821. In 1822 be visited Ohio, and became located at Ravenna, 
where he spent six years in the ministry. In the year 1828, he was invited 
to fill the chair of professor of theology in (ha Western Reserve college. 
Subsequently he was appointed president, and in Feb. 1831, he was inan- 
gnrated. By reason of ill health in the summer of 1833, the trustees of 
Uie college voted to release him from the duties of his office for six months. 
Id August he visited his brother, at Braintree, where he was to close his 
days. His health rapidly declined, and on the 15th September, Sabbath 
morning, at half past one o'clock, his spirit took its upward flight. The 
principd characteristics of president Storrs, were singleness of aim, reeo- 
luteness of purpose, and perseverence in eflbrts. His name will over 
be associated with the interests of religion, benevolence, and learning, at 
the West, and his departure is deeply to be deplored. " Help, Lord, for 
the godly man ceaseth, for the faithfal fail from among the children of 



It ia much to be regretted, that we bave not the facts necessary, in order 
la give a brief biographical notice of Judge PlatL 
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ORIGIN OF THE AMERICAN EDDCATION SOCIETY. 

The first formal aiid systeniatic efforts made in Boston and vicinity to 
assist pious indigent young men in obtaining an education for the miniatry, 
were made by ladies. March 33, 1815, an aaeociation of ladies was formed 
called "The Education Society of BostoD and its Vicinity." The second and 
eighth articles of their Constitution, aje: "The object of the Society is to 
aid such indigent and pious youth as may be received under the stated care 
of the Directors, in acquiring a classical education tvith a view to the gos- 
pel ministry." " No candidate to be taken under the care of the Board but 
Buch as give evidence of distinguisbed talents and piety, and exhibit a sound 
and orthodoit faitb, according to that excellent summary of Christian doc- 
trines, contained in the Westminster Assembly's Shorter Catechism ; nor 
to be continued under the care of the Board, longer than they preserve such 
a character and faith." In the summer of 1815, eight young men who had 
associated in a prayer-meeting bad their attcntioD called to the education 
of pious indigent youth for the gospel ministry. As they met together and 
poured out uieir supplications for a world lying in nicliedness, they said, 
"Where, O where, shall men be found to carry the gospel to these dying 
millions ? " " Who knows," said one of them, " but a society may be formed 
to aid the indigent sons of the church for this great work ? " The thought 
expanded, brightened, and became full of hope. Efforts were immediately 
taken to do something for the object ' The first document in relation to 
the subject follows: 

"BoiloTif June 39,1815. 

" We, the subscribers, do agree to meet at J. B. Winn's on Monday 
evening next, (July 3,] to take into consideration the expediency of forming 
ourselves into an association for the purpose of raising fiinds, to educate 
[AottB young men for the miniatry." 

It is signed by eight young men. 

After prayer and consnltation, this band of young men, perceiving the 
subject immensely to magnify, and feeling tiieir incompetency to the 
work before them, took measures for calling- a general meeting of clergy- 
men and laymen to consider and act on this subjecL 

"In consequence of the' emission of a Circular Letter, signed by 
Sev. Jedediah Horse, D. D., Rev. John Codman, Rev. Joshua Hnntington, 
Dea. John E. Tyler, Mr. Pliny Cutler, Mr. Richard Pierce, and Mr. J. B. 
Winn, as a Committee, designated for the purpose of requesting a number 
of the clergy, with such of their parishioners as they might think it proper 
to invite, to assemble in Boston, at the Vestry in Park street Church, on 
Thursday, 20th July, 1815, at 3 o'clock, P. M., to confer together on the 
subject of making some special exertions to increase the number of pious 
and able preachers of the gospel ; and, should they tbink it advisable, to 
fbm) themselves into an organized Association, for the above purpose ; — 
a meeting, composed of a respectable number of cler^mea and laymen, 
washeld at the time and place specitied in the Circular." 

" The object of the meeting having been distinctly presented by reading 
the Circular Letter, accompanied with explanatory remarks by Dr. Morse, 
Rev. Elipbalet Pearson, LL. D., was called to the chair, and Rev. Brown 
Emerson was chosen scribe. The throne of grace was addressed by 
Rev. Dr. Holmes. The meeting thus organized, and having supplicated 
the blessing of God upon their doings, proceeded to business. After a &ee 
discussion, to a. considerable length, of the general subject before them, 
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' Vottd, That in the opinion of thia meeting it is desinble and expe- 
dient that a Society be formed for the purpose of aiding young men of 
talents and piety in obtaining a iearned education for the gospel ministry. 

" Vvted, That a committee of ten be appointed to frame a constitution, 
to be reported at a future meeting. Rev. Eliphalet Pearson, LEi. D., 
Rev. Abie! Holmes, D. D., Rev. Ebenezet Porter, Rev. Joshua Bates, 
Rev. Leonard Woods, D. D., William Thurston, Esq., Henry Gray, Esq., 
Dea. John E. Tyler, Mr. John Jenks, and Rev. Mosea Stuart, were elected 
as this Committee. 

" VoUd, That previous to the next meeting, the members of this Com- 
mittee, and of the meeting' generally, take such measures as they may 
deem expedient to promote the objects of the proposed Society. 

" Voted, That this meeting' be adjourned, to meet on Thursday pre- 
ceding the next Commencement at Cambridge, in the Vestry in Park street 
Church, in Boston, at 9 o'clock, A. M." 

" According to adjournment, the Society met in the Vestry in Park street 
Church in Boston, on Thursdny, 29th August, 1815," at which time a con- 
stitution was adopted and the Society went into operation. 

The first sermon before the socinty was preached by Rev. Eliphalet 
Pearson, LL. D., the second by Rev. Joshua Bates, the third by Rev. 
Samuel Worcester, D. D., the fourth by Rev. Joseph Chickering, the fifth 
by Rev. Daniel Dana, D. D., and the sixth by Rev. Ebenezer Porter, D. D. 



[Note C. p. 37-1 

An Extract from a letter of the Rev. Dr. Griffin, President of Williams 
College, written in the year 1824. 

"If any Christians have conceived that we are educating too many min- 
isters, I pray them to count the number provided for the fourteen millions 
which people these United States, and then ponder on the seven hundred 
millions in other countries, which liave not a single evangelical and well 
educated minister of Christ ; and then let them sit down to weep, and fall 
down to pray, and rise up to an earnest Co-operation with their brethren, 
and never doubt again whether more ministers are wanted by a perishing 
world. There is nothing on earth wanted so much, but the Spirit of God, 
The popnlation of the world ia increasing faster than ministers are increased 
by all the efibrts of charity ; and I verily believe that there never was a year 
smce the world was made, in which so many ministers were wanted, as the 
present The work, instead of being overdone, is growing upon our hands. 
Instead of having done enough, we have just begun. When all the nations 
are brought in ; when well organized churches shall cover every nook and 
corner of the earth ; when men enough to supply every church through the 
habitable globe, shall offer themselves for the sacred ofGce, with funds to 
educate themselves, then I consent that Christians should withdraw their 
charity from this object, and turn it in some other direction. But till then, 
let us not be weary in this well doing." 



It is highly gratifying to perceive, that the different Education Societies 
are disposed to adopt the course which bas ever been pursued by the Amer- 
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Jean Education Society, in KgtoA to a thorough education for tlie mmiettj. 
The timea and public opinion demand tiiat the standard of ministerial edu- 
catioQ should be held high. The following is aa extract from the Anniiat 
Report of tbe Board of Education of the General Assembly of the Fresby- 
terian Church, May, 1633. 

"One of the subjects which the Board wished to bring to the notice of ■ 
the Assembly ia, the impatience of restraint and of thorough trainings so 
common to our youth, and so evil in its consequences, as well as m it& 
nature. — The testimony of tbe Presbyterian church, in behalf of thorough 
education for tho ministry, baa been most honorable and useful; and as it 
has constituted one of her distinguishing characteristics, ao every tendency 
to iower tbe standard of preparation, and all impatience of its rigor among 
her ministers and candidates, ia to be esteemed the unhappy tol^n of liet 
diminishing influence and usefulness in the world." 

The extract below is taken from the Nineteenth Annual Report of tiia- 
Directors of the Northern Baptist Education Society, presented May, 1^0. 

"The circumstances of the country have now become changed, and, con- 
sequently, the prospects of an unlearned ministry have been reversed.. 
The progress of intelligence and of general improvement in this country ii 
inconceivably rapid ; the nation enjoys universal prosperity. In sections or 
countrr, which but a few years since were an undisturbed wilderness, cities 
and villages are springing up with unheard of frequency, which at once be> 
come the seat of wealth and intelligence, and of cultivated taste ; so that ta 
retire is no longer practicable. Hence there is left to us as a denominationi 
but one alternative, which is either to cultivate our mioiatry, or to retire^ 
and leave the whole field to others. We have now one or more churches 
in almost every city and village in the United States, many of which are 
without pastors [ and for the only reason, that they cannot obtain a man of 
the requisite ability to fill the place. For want of a eompetent ministryi 
many of them have become feeble ; they have not grown with the place^ 
and have been distanced by other denominations. Now if these churches 
are to become respectable and prosperous, means must be used to secure to 
them a pious and an intelligent ministry, otherwise they must dwindle into, 
insignlflcancy, and ultimately lose their visibility. We do not regret those 
circumstances which have brought us to these extremities; we rejoice 
rather. In these happy characteristics of our country. We would not have 
it otherwise. Whatever should have a tendency to check this diffusion of 
intelligence, this spirit of free inquiry, and this prevalence of general im* 

Erovement through all the ranks of society, would at once endanger our 
berties, and spread the mantle of night over our American Zioo," 
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The following sections are taken from an " Account of the Education 
Soci«tyof the General Assembly of the General Baptist Churches" in Eng- 
land. Tbe Society was established by the Assembly in the year 1794. 
The account was published in 1819. 

" The union of learning and piety in ministers of the gospel, is a sub- 
ject of just and general commendation. It is most desirable on various ac- 
counts. It ia both ornamental and useful. It re commonds^ religion in the 
eye of the world, and becomes a source of great usefiilness in the church 
of Christ. 'That the soul be without knowledge ia not good'-— was thft 
declaration of Solomon. — and daily experience justifies the truth of tho 
usertion. The human mind, which bears upon it the image of its Maker, 
Galls for cultivation. Like the soil on which the husbandman treads, it 
needs his skill and industry to make it produce and contribute to the suste- 
naoDe of man. And surely mind, which is tbe hasia of all other itnioove- 
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(MDtB, Biiiit Dot ba neglected and despised. Indeed, education is in the 

EreeeDt age, deemed an universal blessing. It is descending down to tbfl 
)wer classes — snd tbe culture of their minds is jiislly thought to lay the 
tbundation foi virtues whicli nilL confer lasting benefita upon the commu- 
nity. The several denominations of the Christian world with a few excep- 
tions,,are sensible of the value of education in their ministers. By the im- 
provement of their intellectual powers, they are better fitted to dispense the 
word of life ; or, as an inspired writer happily expresses, to divide rightly 
the word of truth, which cannot bo done without skill and ability. An abls 
minister of the New Testament, not of the letter, but of the spirit, is a 
most reapectable and useful character in the church of Christ. Pan!, the 
apostle of the Gentiles, was brought up at the feel of Gamaliel. We aU 
know the zeal and ability of this great man — in enlightening the minds of 
the Jew and Gentile, in etren^thening and gladdening the primitive Chris- 
tians under the trials and sufferings to which they were hourly exposed in 
the propagation of Christianity. 

"The General Baptiets' have always been distinguished for the mainten' 
«iM!a of the exercise of reason in matters of religion. Free inquiry baa 
fver been a favorite practice amongst them. Now the minds of their min- 
isters being enlarged, wilt be more likely to rise above pr^udice — and 
enricbpd with the stores of knowledge, will pour them fortii for the guid- 
ance and direction of their bearers. It suits them least of any denomina- 
tion to have blind leaders — aware of the pernicious ctFects with whicii the 
ministrations of an ignorant teacher must be attended. Religion, though 
as to the leading topics of faith and practice, it is a plain ftnd intelligible 
thing, yet on account of the errors and aisrepreBentations which have gone 
abroad, requires the vigorous exercise of tlie powers of the human mind. 
It calls for a comprehensive and accurate knowledge — it cherishes a careful 
and persevering spirit of inquiry, and finally it demands a manly and deci- 
sive adherence to the doctrines of the New Testament These qualifica- 
tions for the ministry, arise from tlie union of learning and piety— wbea 
they go on hand in band, they beciHae.lhe parent of a thousand blessings to 
the religious community." 

"The Bible is a learned book — the language — the geography— the his- 
tory — the chronology — the natural philosophy — yea, any part of it, the bot- 
any, tiie Scripture herbs and plants — all find honorable employment for 
learning, and sound critical knowledge can do much to unravel some diffi- 
culties, and to elucidate many passages in these original records of the 
Kihaxcb."— Robert RobinsoJt. . 



[Note E. p. 4a] 



The following extract is from the Nineteenth Annual Report of tlte Di- 

rectots of tiie Northern Baptist Education Society, May, 1833. 



" The other measure alluded to, is a resolution requiring of every bene- 
ficiary a promissory note to the full amount of each appropriation ; but 
bearing no interest titi one year after a young man shall have completed 
his education. They then become payable with interest, one third of the 
whole amount in one year after the education is completed, and the two 
Teraaining parts, the one at the end of the second, and the other at the end 
of the third year. This measure for a length of time has been though! 
desirable by a majority of the Board, but as certain objections remained in 
the minds of some members, whose opinions tlie Board have ever been 
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accustomed to respect, the final considention of t)ie qnestioB wu defem4 
until March, when all objectiona were withdrawn, and the measure carried 
by a unanimous voice. We do not aupposc, however, that this measure had 
the same importance ten years ago that it now hag. We do not believe that 
it would have been suitable at tbat puriod. Education was so little apprC' 
ciaEed in our ministry, that it was with difficulty that nny young man could 
be induced to sock an education, although it were lo be wholly gratuitous. 
The case now is far otherwise. No man thinks of entering the ministry 
without some suitable literary qualifications. Considerable pains have been 
taken to ascertain the opinions of sensible and practical men upon this 
question, and tlie result has been an almost unajiimoua voice in favor of the 



"A young man who has sufficient promise to encourage hig entering the 
ministry cannot be regarded as an object of charity. He mi^ indeed need 
patronage : and such is the condition of the beneficiaries of this Society. 
They are not able upon their own credit to incur the heavy and long con- 
tinued expenses of ai liberal education ; they therefore need assistance. 
But the investments which they are every da.y making, are valuable to 
every purpose of human enistence, and especially so, to the high duties of 
a Christian minister; and are such also, as will enable them under almost 
any circumstances to meet their obligations to the Society. No youn^ 
man whom this Society would receive as a beneficiary, would ask for 
charity. They ask for patronage, and for the same reasons that a young 
man who is just commencing in business, often asks for the patronage of 
his friends, because he cannot accomplish his object without iL The Board 
have studiously endeavored to spare the young men under their patronage, 
from the feeling that tliey are objects of charity. The tendency of such an 
impression upon ttie mind, they are sensible would be most blighting to that 
manly growth of character which they think most desirable. Nor do they 
believe it to be in any way favorable to a pure and elevated tone of piety. 
The religious mendicant, however fluent he may be in the dialect of piety. 
seldom possesses so pure and elevated a tone of moral feeling' as you wul 
find in the poor man who eats the bread of industry." 

The following passage is taken from tlie First Annoal Seport of tiM 
New Hampshire Branch of the American Education Society, 1S27. 

"One of the most common and most important of the objections formerly 
urged, is entirely removed by the practice lately adapted, of loaning with- 
out interest, instead of giving money. This change in the administration of 
pecumary aid, has the double advantage of preserving the natural sense of 
independence, the delicate and honorable feelings of the youthful mind, 
while it holds out new and sufficient motives to personal exertion and 
economy. — The beneficiary is no longer in danger of contracting habita of 
servility and meanness, or of feeling himself entitled to the charity of the 
community. Nor, on the other hand, is be oppressed and disheartend by 
the prospect of an ever accumulating debt" 

The following is an extract from the Roles of the Board of Education of 
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, as published May, 183^ 

"That no written obligation shall be required of any candidate under 
their care, to refund the monies which may be granted : yet, at the option 
of the person receiving aid, the appropriotion may be considered a loan, — 
It is esteemed by the Board a moral obligation on those who are aided, if 
they, in the providence of God, become able to return, without interest, the 
sum received of the Board, that others,,in like circumstances with theui' 
selves, may in turn be assisted." 
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INote F. p. 45.] 
CiRcnLAa Letter, befebbed to p. 45. , 

Itet. and Dear Sir, — The object of this commupicatioa is to invite yma 
^>eci»j attention to selecting' aod inducing young men of suitable qualificK' 
tionB to prepare for the Christian ministry. While there are sis hundred 
millioiis of Pagans and Mohatomedans destitute of a preached gospel — 
frhile there are six millions in our own beloved country, destitute of all 
evangelical minialry— while there are between tliree and four thousand 
evangelical chnrclies which have no settled pastors — and while there Is 
such a demand for ministers from the Foreign and Home Missionary 
Societies j what minister of Jesus can but be deeply affected at the con- 
sideration, that these vacant churches must remain destitute of pastora, and 
that these benevolent operations must be retarded, and the world continue 
to remain in wickedness and death, because heralds of the cross cannot be 
obtained P Can it be so ? Distressing thought '. Is it true, that the preach- 
ing of the gospel is the grand instrument, which God has appointed for the 
conversion of the world ? Why, then, Is there no more zeal manifested in 
Taisinz up ambassadors of salvation ? The revivals of religion have brought 
into the churches multitudes of young men, who, were they educated, would 
be able and feithful teachers of righteouaneaa. Much the larger proportioil 
of these will bury their talents ip secular occupations, unless pressed into 
the service of the ministry. More efforts should be made to lead young 
men to reflect upon this subject, and to dedicate themselves to this blessed 
Work. Will not the ministers of the gospel present it to their people oo 
the Sabbath, at the monthly concert, and especially at the concert on 
Tuesday evening immediately succeeding the first Monday of the month? 
Will tbey not converse particularly with those young men, who are of good 
natural talents, and "full of faith and of the Holy Ghost," and urge upon 
them their duty? Will they not be persuaded to do this by the Injunctions 
of the Great Head of the Church, by the happiness of man in hii present 
Htate of existence, by the never ending felicities of those, " who through 
faith and patience inherit the promises," and by the interminable agonies of 
those who perish in their sins ? — Dear Brother, is there not in your church, 
or within the circle of your acquaintance, one young man or more, of 
suitable qualifications, whom you can induce to prepare for the ministry of 
Christ? Should his pecuniary circumstances render him unable to educate 
liimaelf, he can receive assistance from the American Education Society. 
This Institution has given a pledge to assist every applicant of the requisite 
qualifications. These arc respectable natural talents, unquestionable piety, 
real indigence, and good promise generally in respect to the ministry. To 
all such, the Society, in the name of the churches, proffers assistance. 

Atthe late meeting of the General AsBociation of Massachusetts, held at 
Dorchester, it was unanimously 

"Resolved, That, in view of the immense want of ministers to supply the 
destitute churches of this country, and to meet the imperious and increasing 
demand of the Foreign and Home Missionary Societies, and in view of the 
intimate and inseparable connection there is between the preaching of the 
gospel and the prosperity of every religious enterprise, it is the solemn duty 
of every minister to exert himself to look up at least one young man, suiti- 
We to prepare for the ministrations of God's word, and to induce him to 
commence immediately a course of education for this sacred calling." 

This subject, Rev. and Dear Sir, is respectfully submitted for your con- 
sideration, prayers and efforts. 

Your brother in the bonds and service of Jesus Christ. 
RoomsA-E-S, ) WILLIAM COGSWELL, Seerdary. 
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[Not« O. p. 49.] 



The conns ponaed b; the Directora of the American Education Society 
for the promotion of personal holiness id the young men connected with it, 
■was in some reBpects adopted by Dr. Doddrid^ in relation to the stu- 
dents in divinity under his care. In a letter to the Rev. Mr. Wadaworth, of 
Hartford, Conn., dated 1740, speaking in respect to the education of young 
mea for the miDisti^, he aays, "I will not, Sir, trouble j'ou at present wilh 
ti large account of my method of academical education; only would ob- 
serve, that I think it of vast importance to instruct them carefully in the 
Scriptures; and not only endeavor to establish them in the great trutba of 
ChristianiU, but In labor to promote their practical influence on their 
liearta. Pot which purpose I frequently converse with each of them 
alone, and conclude the conversation with prayer. This does indeed take 
up a great deal of time ; but I hlesa God, it is amply repaired, iathe pleas- 
ure I have in seeing my labor is not in vEun in the Lord." 



[Note H. p. 49.3 

To tfat TdiiDi G«(laiBaD nndei tha pitioiugv of tli« Anuf ion BdnemtbiD Soelalr. 
Dtar Brethrtn in Chritt, — It is now six months since t addressed to yoo 
a Pastoral Letter. Thia delay has been occasioned by my absence from 
Boston, on a tour to the Western and Southern States. The sabject to 
which 1 would direct your attention especially in this Quarterly Communi- 
cation, is Personal Piety. Thia is absolutely requisite, not only as it re- 
gards your temporal and eternal well-being, but also as it regards your 
acceptance with Christ in the ministry of the gospel. " There is no peace, 
eaith my God, to the wicked." "Without holiness no man shall see the 
Liord." These pass^es of Scripture settle the question whether you can 
be happy in the life ^at now is, or that which is to come, without religion. 
— As Balaam prophesied, so an unholy man may preach the truth, and, per- 
haps, even to the edification of God's children, and the conversion of sin- 
ners ; hut it will be to his own awful destruction — a destruction like that of 
Nadab and Abihu who " offered strange fire before the Lord, which he 
commanded them not"^I beseech you, therefore, beloved brethren, first 
of all to take heed to yourselves, lest after preparing to preach, and actually 
preaching, to others, Von yourselves should he ca3t-aways. See that your 
heart is right in the sight of God. Keep yourselves in liia love. Study to 
be richly adorned with all the Christian graces. Be men of prayer — main- 
tain a constant intercourse with heaven. No man can be a minister of tfae 
gospel, approved of the Great Head of the Church, or deservedly eminent 
in the sacied ofSce, without vital godliness. For the promotion of pure 
religion in your souls, permit me to exhort each one of you to institute the 
following inquiries in application to himself. 

1. When did I first entertain a hope of an interest in the Saviour ? 

ni upon iij 

S. What are the evidences that I have experienced a change of heart? 

El'be principal evidences of convergiou are a heartfell 9eiue that the docninGi of lbs 
le are Irae and Mcsllent; — enjoytoenl in reli^LouB mmpanj and eooraraolion ; — delight 
ifL peruiing the ucnd Scriptures, and other religiQua books, aod in meditating upou divine 
lubjectsf^hsppinesi in public, private, and secret woreiiip;— joy al the prosperity of Zion, 
and a desire Ihat Ihe CBute of Christ should flourish and triompbi— humility and meelmess 
in depiHlment; — benevolence to all men, and complacency in CfariMians i— -halied loiia and 
bve of twriniH i— and KTOpoloui obediwde to the eoDunaodi of God in daily coaduct.] 
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3. Wbat have I done /or Jeena Christ, aince I embraced & hope of having 
beumie hia duciple ? 

[U is duly "lo spend end be speDl" for Him who has done «o mudi for man— laid down 
fell preciou! life lo iwleeni bim, utd who now intercedes in besren for his (iiDoiwen.) 

4. What have I done agaiml Jeaus Christ since I espoDHed his caniie ? 

lEvei-y sin, whelher of ihoughl, fetling, word or action, is, direelly «■ indirecdy, against 

5. Am I now any holier than when I first entertained a hope of salvation i 

[h k fnjoinpd upon Chrisaisiis, " Qrow in grace and in Ihe knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Oirist''] 

6. At mf present rate of unctificatian, will it not be very long before I 
shall be prepared for heaven ? 

c of Ihe Mature of tin fulinen 
heaven is perfect.") 

7. Do T commence and close every day with reading and meditating 
upon the Scripttires, and with secret prayer? 

[David reBoltai. " Evening, and morning, end oi noon, will I pray and cry alond," He 
ays also, " O how love I thy law I It is my meditatioa all the day,'^ 

8. Am I formal and hypocritical, or sincere and spiritual in my devotions ? 

[It is a dirccilott of the Saviour, " When tliou prayest, lliou shall not be aa Ihe hypocrites 
are."—" When ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do,"-^' God is a Spiril ; 
and Ibey that woreliip taini, must wonhip bim in spiril and in truth."] 



[■' Whether ihereibre ye eat or dr 

10. Am I entirely consecrated to Christ and the Church P Is it the lan- 
guage of my heart and life, I am thine, O Lord ! wholly tliine, and thins 
forever? 

[" And ■« Judah rejoiced ai 
bim wi th Iheir wtaoJe desire ) B 

Dear Brethren, " Examine yourselves whether ye he in the faith ; prove 
your own selves ; know yc not your own selves, now that Jesus Christ is in 
you, except ye be reprobates ? " Be honest with yourselves, and with God ; 
80 shall you escape perdition and obtain eternal life, and, peradventure, turn 
many to righteousnesa, who shall be your crown of rejoicing. 

I close this epistle by putting you in remembrance of the Annual Concert 
of Prayer for our public institutions of learning. That season is near at 
hand. At the last annual meeting of the American Education Society, the 
following preamble and resolutions were passed: 

"Whereas the dependence of the Christian Ministry upon the Oreat 
Head of the Church is entire and constant, and his blessing absolutely 
necessary to ita success; and whereas the lost Thursday of February has 
been annually set apart, by many of the friends of the Redeemer, as a 
season of united prayer, for a blessing on the young men of this country, 
and especially on those in a course of education at our colleges and aead- 



Reaolved, That it he earnestly recommended to all the youngmen under 
the patfonage of tliis Society to observe the last Thursday of February as 
a da^ of fasting and prayer, with special reference to the laore copious 
efiiisioni of the Holy Bpirit on the yonng men of this land, generally ; but 
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more especiaHy on out Literary Inatitutions, that the ;oung men who resort 
thithet for an education, may be fianctiiied, and led to consecrate tbemselvea 
to the work of the Mioistry. 

Rtsolvtd,Thtlthe churchesof Christ and all the friends of the Redeefner 
be affectionately requested to observe this Aouual Concert of Prayer." 

ReaolutionB recommending the observance of the above Concert by the 
Churches, have been passed during the year by the General Associationa 
^f Ministers of Massachusetts, Connecticut, and New Hampshire, the 
General Conference of Maine, and the General Convention of Vermont. 
It is hoped that this subject will be borne upon the minds and hearts of 
thousands of thousands, and that while they are yet speaking God will 

In your April communication, I wish yoit would furnish me with a full 
and particalar account of the state of religion in your rnstitution, and the 
manner in which the Concert was observed. And may the God of all 
grace, through the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven, enable you to report 
glorious tidings of salvation. 

Yours, with aifectionate regard, 

RooQii A. E. B. ) WILLIAM COGSWELL, Seeretary. 
Baatoa, Jan. 1634. J 

[Note I, p. 50.] 

TABLE OF EARNINGS BY THOSE OF THE BENEFICIARIES, WHO HAVE 

REPORTED DURING THE YBAR ENDING APRIL 30, 1834. 



Andovec Theological Seminary ..■..■... 

Newton Theological Seniioaiy 

Bangor Theological Seicinaiy 

Yale Theological SemLtiarj , 

Western RcBerye Coll. Theol. Sem. ..... 

Gettyaburgh Theological Seminary 

Auburn l^ologioal Seminary . , 

Hamilton TheolDgical Seminary 

Prisiceton Theological Seminaiy , 

Maiyville Theological Seminary , , 

Lane Seminary ..-........■,..'..'. 

Frigate Inatiucljon . . 

Total In 11 Thsological SeminarieB . 

Amhersl College 

Williams College 

Harvard College ■.■..... 

Bowdoin College 

■Waterville Callege .............. 

Dartmouth College . , , ,...,■.....■. 

Middlebury College 

Uniretsity of Vermont ■.■."..". 

Brown University 

Tale College ■-•.■.,-■. 

Ulinois CoDege ■..■.■-■.•. 

NaahviUe Umterai^ 



372 34 
192 89 
58 00 



10* 79 

9Mt 

.,097 94 

21 00 

7 3,838 21 

i3 2,G03 36 
■" 1,460 41 

47 as 

B33 97 
403 16 

1,326 oe 

B 3,004 25 
555 78 
61 00 

17 3,023 67 
226 34 
131 50 
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South Hanover College 6 12 70 30] 55 214 25 

Marvville Col. Depulmeat 33 50 00 4ie 99 41)8 99 

' - reon College 5 55 00 115 46 170 46 

n College 30 1,063 00 328 15 1,390 IS 

_;«ton College 1 5000 5000 

New Tori UniveiBlty 10 257 00 214 00 471 00 

Western Beaerve College 15 15 00 522 32 S37 32* 

Jackson College 2 5 00 17 50 ~ "" 

.Hamilton Colfege 7 47 00 17G 17 

Ohio UniTersity 4 103 75 

Marietta Coi. Institute 3 173 09 

Centre College 1 17 50 

Georgetown College 1 3690 

MiBitti UniveiBity 18 103 75| 110 50 

Total in 26 Collegoi . 

Fhillipa Academy 

Amherst Academy 6 155 13 

Mowon Academy 15 108 00 137 06 

Wanen Academy 1 4336 

Hopkins Academy 1 3900 150 

Bradford Academy 1 16 00 46 98 

Lynn Academy 1 21 00 

J«ew Bedford Academy 1 94 70 

- adolph Academy 1 5400 4630 

mmer Academy I 3930 

Templeton Academy I 15 92 

Granville Academy 1 4 51 

Westminster Academy , 1 305 

Farminglon Academy . . . 

Wiocasaet Academy . . , , 

Banger Classical School 

Bloomiield Academy . . . 

Gotham Academy 

Gilmanton Academy • . . 

IJew Ipswich 

Hopkinton Academy 1 41 00 

Bennington Academy . 

Newton Academy . . , 

Burr Seminary 7 144 75 

Johnson Academy 

EUincton Academy .,..,.. 

BtooElyn Academy 

Oneida Institute 

Aurora Academy , 

Easton Academy 

Btockbridge Academy .... 

Maiyvilte Acad. Department . 

Bridgehamplon Academy • ■ . . 

Skaneateles Academy 

Kinderhook Academy 

Wappinger'a Creek Academy , 

Binffhampton Academy . - . . . 

Pans HoUow Academy ..... 

Fairfield Academy 1 3950 3950 

le Academy 1 8000 BOOQ 

rneur Academy 1 16 16 16 16 

Greenville Academy 

Western Reserve Acad. E>epartment 

JIuTon loftitule ...,,.,...., 



S6 40 
81 50 

3 00 
12 50 
10 19 
18 00 

7 19 



173 09 

17 50 
36 90 



757 74 
155 13 
345 06 
43 96 
40 50 
62 99 
21 00 
94 70 
100 30 



15 92 
4 51 
305 

42 23 



12 0ft 
726 85 
10 00 
61 69 
36 40 
81 50 
300 
12 50 
10 19 
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7wiiu1iiuy Academy 

Canaosbureh Acodem; 

Kocheeter Academy 

Salem Academy 

Ftanklin Academy 

Onondiga Academy . , 

Ithaca Academy 

Otuiaodugua Academy 

IlarLwick Academy 

St. Lawrence Academy 

New York Select School 

Pariah^lle Academy , 

Dunkirk Academy 

Geneva Lyceum 

Gniiroriil Academy 

H^maen Academy .......... 

Cortland Academy 

■Wyoming Academy 

LitchfieldjAcademy 

Bridgewaler Academy 

JMilford Academy ..... ^ ... . 

Rising Sun Academy 

Lancaster Academy 

Total in 67 Academies 



157 00 
185 ( 
133 95 
6C Co 
7 60 
41 88 
25 00 
65 00 
96 00 
37 44 
130 03 
590 go 



10 00 
7 24 

50 00 



1,639 63 4,970 34 6,659 92 



36 02 
15 00 
041 00 
185 00 
175 95 
lie 65 
10 66 



42 00 
6 50 

S3 74 

10 00 
724 

50 00 
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67 A^ad^'ea, '.'.'.'. 


9!) 
. 421 

. 330 


444 04 
3,935 70 
i;689 68 


3,394 17 
6,834 40 
4,970 24 


isItvo 10 

6,659 92 




750 


$11^42 


»15,198 81 


$26,268 23 



TlitelogiaU Seminanes. 



Andover, 



Bangor, 

Tale, 

Getty Bbvirgh, . . . 
Maryrillc, .... 
Weslem Reserve, . 
Protestant Episcopal, 
Hunilton, .... 
PrimcetoD, .... 



Union 



Total in 16 Theol. Sem's. 



.$7,02 



CaUga. 

Brown University, $ 75 

Harvard, 75 

Tale, 136 

Amherst, 4,714 

Williams, 2,678 

Lafayette, 18 

Middlebury, 2,967 

University of Vt., 613 

"—'-- .... 917 



WMerville, 
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DirtmooUi, 1^ 

Yale, 3,546 

Wealejan Umversity, .... 75 

lllinmB, 300 

Hamilton, 430 

N. T. UniTerBily, 666 

East Tetaaaee, 38 

Jefferson, 353 

Weilera Reserve, 1,119 

Matyville Col. Ina., .... 960 

Umon, 2520 

Ohio CniverBity, 263 

Georgelown, 54 

Nashvilla UniTerutj, .... 2B0 

Centre, 93 

Miami Univeraity, 1,031 

Keoyon, . 38 

Princeton, 186 

Laftyetta, 19 

Manetta Col. Ins., 333 

Bonth HanoTer, 300 

Washington 30 

JaoksoDj 104 

Colnmbian, 39 

GreenvUle, 40 

Geneva, 77 

Weatern Univeraity, .... 20 

Tot»] in 37 CoUeges, . . .$27,437 



840 



Phillips, f 

Amlierst, 

Monson, 

Geneva Lycenm, 

Warren, 

HojAina, 

Bradfoid, 

New Bedford, ...... 

Randolph, '.'.'.'.'.'.'.'. 

Providence 

Granville 

Templelon, 

DoQuner, 

WestminBler, 

Harvard, 

OaJtham, 

New Ipswich, 

Brandon, 

Middlabory, ....... 

Burlington, 

Bennington, 

Bun Seminary, 

Newton, 

Johnson 

Royalton, 

Biattleboro', 

St. Albans, 

Bangor Claa, Sch., 

Walerville, 

Fanninglon, 

Wiscasset, 

Bloomfield, 



Gorhani, 34 

North Yarmouth, 12 

Bridgelon, 12 

Hnkerlon, 24 

Gilmanton 96 

New Ipswich, 48 

Hopkinlon, 24. 

Francistown, . 24 

Yale Preparatory, IBO 

Ellington, 72 

CheBhire, 12 

Windham, 12 

Brookl3ai, 24 

Saliabniy, 12 

Warren 12 

Colbrook, i 12 

Illinois Prepatatoiy, .... 160 

Hew York, 476 

Hanover, 38 

Wappinger's Creek, .... 75 

Salem, N.Y., 41] 

Salem, Ind., ^^ 

Wyoming 36 

Einderhoot, 93 

Newbutgh, 72 

HarriaburK, 36 

Bloomliald, 150 

Greenfield, 36 

Elkton, 36 

St. Lawrence, 322 

Cortland, 73 

Bemoen, 18 

Dunkirk, 660 

Xdne Sem. Lit. Oep., .... 898 

Western Beeerve Preparatory, . 544 

Huron Inst, 360 

Troy, 18 

Rocky Mount, 36 

Majyville Academy Dep., . . 780 

Maurv, 108 

Stockbridge 186 

Jefferson (M. prep. 150 

Jamaica, 35 

Govemeur, 115 

Oneida Inst., 1559 

Milford, 1^ 

Ononda™ 149 

Geneva Xycenm, 2576 

Pariehrille, ........ 236 

Rochester, 338 

Franklin. 511 

East Bethany, 18 

Greenville, 57 

Canaodaiejia, 152 

Hamilton Lit. Dep., .... 96 

Guilford, I8 

Paris Hill 20 

Hartwick, 160 

Rising Sun, 20 

Aurora, 75 

Ithaca, * , 56 

Argyle, 76 

Litchfield, 75 

Cooperslown, 18 
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F&irfield, .... 

Brideenater, ■ ■ • 

Sou&ald 

Plaflaburg, . . , 
FiahkiU, .... 

BurtoD,' 

Skanealeles, ■ . • 

Oettysbncgh Prep., . 

Ipsilanti 

Philttdelphia, . , . 

Euton, 

Binghampton, . . 



Brideehampton, .... 

FrankUniille, 

Monroe 

Jackaon CoL Frep., . ■ . 
Fort CoTington, .... 

Palmyra, 

Canajoharie, 

Lancaster, 

Mayville, 

S. New Berlin, .... 

Twinsbui^i 

Private iDslraction, . . 

Total in ISS Academies, 



16 Ilieological SeminarieB, .... 7,030 00 

37 Collegea, 27,437 00 

123 Academies, 16,151 00 

175 Institations. $50,603 00 



KoTi. — The diacrepBDcjF bed 



neniioned here, and [hat is 



dw body of the Raporl, arisei from the fan ihal there are someiimes Iwo and ihreB deparl- 
menu in Ifae same nutiintion, sad aUo, ihal some young oibd during Iha yenr, have been 



[Note J. p. 51.] 

Vote tiBunl)y passed upon application, in reference to those nho are 
settled in feeble churches, and are in peculiarly depreased circumstances. 

Voted, That the Secretary be authorized and directed to inform Rev. 
— — ■ — — , that whatever interest may liave accrued upon the notea held 
ageJnat him by liie American Education Society, ia cancelled to this date, 
and that he will nut be required to pay ttic principal, nor the interest that 
may hereafter accrue, uolcas hix circumatancea should be such as to enable 
him to do it without embarraaament ; in which case the Directors doubt not 
it will gratify him to comply with the expectations of those who have gen- 
erouBly contributed towarda his education. 

Vote usually passed upon application, in relation to those who are em- 
ployed as Home Miaainnalies. 

Voted, That the Secretary be authorized and directed to inform Rev. 

, that hia pecuniary obligationa to the Society will not be con- 

Bidered as binding, unless his future circumstances should be such ae to 
enable him to pay without embarrassment; in which case the Directors 
doubt not but it will highly gratify him to do it, and thus comply with the 
expectations of those who aided in furnishing him with the means of ob- 
taiiiing an education for the ministry. 
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